| PDN September 2, 2021_Layout 1 9/2/2021 2:28 AM Page 1 


Only 
PEEL $1 Become A Member 
WEEKLY cor weer 
NE\ N ] S plus HST 50 Weekly issues per year 
( paid yearly) WIN weekly draw prizes 


a 


— 


( BUY MEMBERSHIP NOW 


Fee EE) ees 
For all the details 


www.peelweeklynews.com 


WEEKLY NEW 


MISSISSAUGA | BRAMPTON | CALEDON 


Event cancelled 
as Trudeau 

faces protests 
on election trail ¥ 


» NEWS Pg 3 


Bolton grill 
celebrates 
grand opening 


a! 


Vaccine 
certificate 


© 4 announced 


province 


Proof, please. 

The province announced 
plans Wednesday after- 
noon for a "vaccine certifi- 
e cate" program that will 
s= require proof of COVID-19 
— immunization to access 

= many indoor venues, in- 
= cluding movie theatres, in- 
door dining and events, in 
a bid to cut down on rising 
case counts. 

Noting the decision was 
something "I did not want 
to do," Premier Doug Ford 
— announced the certificate 

program, which will roll 
; out on Sep. 22 and require 
visitors to many non-es- 
sential businesses to pro- 
vide proof of medical 
vaccination or a medical 
f exemption along with 
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Premier Doug Ford speaks to reporters during a press conference announcing a provincial “vaccine certificate” 
program on Sep. 1, 2021. The program will take effect beginning on Sep. 22, 2021. (PWN Staff) 


photo identification in 
order to access them, with 
plans for a QR code pro- 
gram and associated mo- 
bile app this fall. The 
program represents an 
about-face for Ford, who 
spoke out against such a 
program over the past 
week amid calls from mu- 
nicipalities to implement a 
certificate program. 

“We either do this or we 
risk shutting down,” said 
Ford in his first in-person 
news conference in over a 
month, noting that the new 

rogram will apply to 
‘higher-risk indoor public 
settings" where public 
masking isn't an option, 
such as community cen- 
tres, sporting events, con- 


Sep. 2, 2021 


by Alex Gregory 


certs, nightclubs and bars, 
among other venues. Cus- 
tomers attending such ven- 
ues will need to produce 
documentation of their full 
immunization (two doses 
plus 14 days after the sec- 
ond dose), in printed or 
electronic form, along with 
a photo ID card, or a med- 
ical exemption, to access 
such non-essential serv- 
ices. 

Despite the move, the 
program won't apply to 
outdoor settings like patios 
and some indoor venues 
like hair salons, while em- 
ployees at non-essential 
businesses won't require 
vaccination under the new 
certification. 

Continued on Pg 8 
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Event cancelled as Trudeau faces protests on campaign trail 


by Surjit Singh Flora and Alex Gregory 


Aplanned cam- 
paign stop’ by 
Prime Minister 


Justin Trudeau in 
Bolton was can- 
celled Friday 
evening after a 
large group of pro- 
testors disrupted 
the event. 

Organizers can- 
celed the planned 
event, set to be held 
in a_ parking lot 
near the town, after 
a group of at least 
50 protestors 
began shouting and 
screaming at 
Trudeau’s team, 
prompting RCMP 
security forces to 
scuttle the event 
over safety con- 
cerns. 

The protest was 
the latest in a num- 
ber of similar inci- 
dents dogging 
Trudeau on_ the 
campaign trail, as 
the Liberal leader 
has faced criticism 
over vaccination 
programs and lock- 
down strategies to 
combat the threat 
of COVID-19. 

Protestors at Fri- 
day’s event voiced 
their disapproval of 
mandatory  vacci- 
nations, masks, 


and lockdowns that 
were implemented, 
via shouting, 
screaming and 
holding up_ the 
middle finger as at- 
tendees arrived for 
the rally. 

“We have been 
through a crisis,” 
Trudeau said after 
the rally, referring 
to current efforts to 
protect public 
safety during the 
pandemic. “We are 
continuing to go 
through a crisis— 
and we need to lis- 
ten to each other 
and lean on each 
other.” 

The decision to 
cancel the rally 
came after a cam- 
paign stop in 
Streetsville, to an- 
nounce a pledge of 
$1 billion in fund- 
ing for provinces 
who institute vac- 
cine certification 
programs, was 
noted to have ex- 
ceeded the capacity 
limits currently set 
for private busi- 
nesses. 

Trudeau has been 
seeking a majority 
mandate to fight 
the COVID-19 Pan- 
demic by calling an 


election for 20 Sep- 
tember. Currently 
the Canadian 
Prime Minister 
leads a minority 


Liberal _—_ govern- 
ment. 

Federal NDP 
leader Jagmeet 


Singh condemned 
the protestors at 
Friday’s rally, and 
said that no one 
should cancel an 
event due to safety 
concerns. 

Singh also voiced 
his concern regard- 
ing the toxic nature 
of Friday's protests 
against Trudeau. 

During a cam- 
paign stop at Sud- 


bury, Ont., Singh 
stated that, "No 
one should be 


forced to cancel 
events where there 
are students, young 
people, volunteers 
(or) organizers. 
That shouldn't 
have happened. 
That's wrong.” 
Singh noted, 
however, that most 
Canadians are in 
agreement with the 
need to get vacci- 
nated, noting that 
they want to "take 
care" of each other, 
while reiterating a 


call to create a na- 
tional vaccination 
passport. 

Several Conserva- 
tive campaign 
workers were also 
seen among the 
protestors at Fri- 
day night’s event. 

Four volunteers 
representing Kyle 
Seeback, a Conser- 
vative MP from the 
local area, were 
photographed with 
the crowd while 
wearing blue 
"Team Seeback" t- 
shirts. 

Seeback released 
a statement late 
Friday stating that 
those individuals 
were no longer wel- 
come to his cam- 


paign. 

Conservative 
leader Erin O'Toole 
insisted Saturday 
that there would be 
no place in the 
Conservative cam- 
paign to be nega- 
tive. 

During a visit to 
Fredericton (N.B.), 
he stated that, 
"We're running a 
positive campaign 
in the future of this 
nation... I strongly 
condemn _harass- 
ment and protests 
like the ones we 
have seen. We area 


democracy. This 
means that we 
must have a 


healthy, respectful 
discussion of ideas. 


And we don't have 
time for those who 
try to bring down 
the campaign.” 

O'Toole appealed 
for individuals to 
"put our country 
and our democracy 
last" and_ stated 
that this is the be- 
haviour he expects 
of "every member 
of our team, start- 
ing from the leader 
and ending with 
the first volunteer." 

In the two weeks 
since the election 
campaign began, 
no party appears 
likely to win a ma- 
jority in the elec- 
tions (for which 
elections are being 
called) 


Police looking for suspect after AM carjacking in Mississauga 


A 56 year-old Bar- 
rie resident is under 
arrest in connection 
with an early-morn- 
ing carjacking inci- 
dent in Mississauga, 
police revealed. 

Peel Police’s Cen- 
tral Robbery Bureau 
said the incident oc- 
curred around 6:45 
a.m. Monday morn- 
ing in the Dundas 
Stret East and 
Haines Road area, 
near the Dixie 
neighbourhood, 
when a 38 year-old 
victim sitting in a 
vehicle in the park- 
ing lot of a restau- 
rant was 
approached by two 
women who wanted 


to talk. 
Athird — suspect 
then approached 


—o- 


the victim’s vehicle 
from the driver’s 
side and forced him 
out of the vehicle, 
before the three sus- 
pects entered the 
vehicle and fled the 
scene. 

The suspects re- 
portedly drove over 
the victim during 
the incident, who 
was later sent to 
hospital with seri- 
ous but non-life- 
threatening injuries. 

With the help of a 
bystander who saw 
the stolen vehicle, 
investigators later 
tracked it down 
within the city and 
arrested 27 year-old 
Brittany Lynn 
Trites, of Barrie, the 
lone occupant of the 
vehicle at the time 


of the arrest. 

Trites appeared in 
Brampton court on 
Aug. 31, and is being 
charged with one 
count of robbery. 

Police say the two 
unknown suspects 
in the incident, in- 
cluding a female 
with black-and- 
blonde hair, wear- 
ing blue jeans, anda 
male suspect wear- 
ing a grey hooded 
sweatshirt, are 
wanted in associa- 
tion with the inci- 
dent. 

Anyone with infor- 
mation regarding 
the case is asked to 
call police at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 3410, 
or Peel Crime Stop- 
pers at 1-800-222- 
TIPS (8477). 
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How important is the election? 


Peter Whitaker 
Publisher 
N 

What is on the minds 
of Peel residents this 
month? 

Is it the election? 
Quite frankly — no! 

We're all just trying to 
get ourselves back into 
some sort of normalcy 
after another strange 
summer, and with the 
Delta variant still at the 
front of our minds, 
many of us have tried to 
enjoy the little summer 
that we gave ourselves, 
stepping aside from all 
our worries of vaccines, 
masks, restrictions and 
just trying to do what’s 
right. 

No wonder we have 
had little time to even 
think about an upcom- 
ing election. 

Peel Region is split 
into 12 zones, from 
Dufferin-Caledon to 
Mississauga South. Of 
these 12 zones, we have 
some 47. candidates 
ranging from Liberal, 
Conservative, NDP, 
Green Party and the 
People’s Party’ of 
Canada. 


At some point, we will 
all have to start to think 
about what’s next for 
our country. 

Every four years (or 
when the situation calls 
for it), we get a chance 
to think about how 
Canada has been run 
over the past term. 

The running of the 
country is by no means 
easy. There are so many 
moving parts, and with 
COVID thrown into the 
mix, I’m sure it’s been a 
nightmare for Prime 


Minister Justin 
Trudeau. 
But everyone who 


runs the country must 
go through the process 
of finding out what we 
all thought of their per- 
formance. 

So much has_ hap- 
pened over the past few 
years — and what’s a 
fair assessment of per- 
formance? The econ- 
omy, foreign affairs, 
Indigenous rights, deal- 
ing with the provinces’ 
issues, pipelines and 
COVID-19. 

How can one properly 
assess any  govern- 
ment’s response to a 
worldwide pandemic? 

Did our government 


do any better or worse 
than any other govern- 
ment? My personal 
feeling is to give the 
government of the day 
a pass on how the pan- 
demic was handled. 

By this, I mean I will 
not make my vote based 
on how the Liberals did 
during the pandemic. 

That leaves all the 
other issues, and it’s up 
to me and you to figure 
out how they handled 
Canada during their 
time at the helm. 

First I care about top- 


—=—_— 


ics such as healthcare, 
taxes and how Canada 
handles itself on the 
world stage, so Ill base 
my vote on those pa- 
rameters. 

I'll listen to the other 
party platforms and 
vote on who is prepared 


to lead us for the next 
four years. 
Here’s hoping one 


party gets the nod to 
take charge. It’s never 
good for any country to 
have minority govern- 
ments. 

Good luck to us. 


Runny nose, sore throat not part of school screening: province 


The Ontario govern- 
ment has _ updated 
screening guidelines for 
schools and childcare 
before school opens 
next week, saying that 
symptoms such as 
runny nose, sore throat 
and headaches will not 
be factored into its cur- 
rent guidance. 

The screening form 
now contains only five 
symptoms for COVID- 
19, including 
fever/chills, coughing or 
whooping cough, short- 
ness of breath, loss of 
smell or taste and vom- 
iting/diarrhea, which 
are all visible symptoms 
related to the virus. 

The current guide- 
lines, revealed late last 
week, also state that “we 
will continue to update 
the guidelines as we 
learn more about 
COVID-19.” 

The guidelines also 
state that siblings of 


children with symptoms 
of COVID-19 will be al- 
lowed to attend school 
once they have been 
vaccinated. Last winter, 
they were also asked to 
stay home. 

There are also instruc- 
tions that parents can 


boatee. * iS 
Baits #4 


keep their children at 
home from childcare or 
school if they notice any 
symptoms of COVID-19 
in their children, a 
spokesperson from the 
province confirmed ear- 
lier this week. 

After a tour of a vacci- 


nation clinic on Mon- 
day, Toronto's medical 
officer of health, Dr. 
Elaine de Villa, said that 
if any one of the five 
symptoms appeared in 
children, the instruc- 
tions would remain the 
same as last year. 
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“Proof program” a welcome sight or a comedy of errors? 


Alex 
Gregory 


It didn’t work. 

The constant bar- 
rage of propaganda 
from the province 
and federal govern- 
ment regarding vacci- 


nation programs 
amounted to a big 
pile of nothing, as 
were standing on the 
cusp ofa fourth wave, 
buoyed by cases in 
other provinces — 
and now with an in- 
consistent and plain- 
awkward vaccine 
certificate program 
launched in a bid to 
try to stall the in- 
evitable return to 
lockdown. 

Are you surprised? 

Ive heard many 
reasons touted for the 
need of a vaccine cer- 
tificate program, in- 
cluding some from 
friends. 


“They're just doing 
it to protect the un- 


vaccinated from 
themselves!” 
“We have to get case 


counts down by any 
means necessary!” 

“It’s an important 
step to increase safety 
in certain settings!” 

If the province had 
actually been consis- 
tent the first three 
times we were locked 
down, and didn’t rely 
once again on non- 
sensical and confus- 
ing directives, maybe 
Id be more opti- 
mistic. 

As it stands, this 
“proof program” 
comes across as a 
top-down directive 
that will only cause 
further headaches as 
cities and small busi- 
nesses try to grapple 
with lowered foot 
traffic and confusing 
regulations. 

I will always advo- 
cate for education 
and input with com- 
munities to drive vac- 
cine adoption rates, 


ST. MARK'S 


The Church of St. Mark 


Lutheran 


It's time to register as an individual or as a team. 
www.thecompass.ca/walk 


Virtually September 12-18th 
In Person, September 18th at: 


#WalkTheWalk2021 


but trusting the 
province to imple- 
ment a proper certifi- 
cate program, when 
they made a joke out 
of the last three lock- 
downs, is like asking 
the fox to look after 
the henhouse after 
the door blew open. 

Putting aside the 
obvious issue of this 
new program being 
inconsistently ap- 
plied across sectors 
(you don’t need to be 
vaccinated to walk 
into a grocery store, 
but you do need them 
for businesses with 
much smaller capac- 
ity limits), how does 
this apply to individ- 
uals who need 
booster shots? 

Do you have to re- 
vaccinate every six 
months so that you 
won't get harassed 
every time you walk 
into a business? 

(Maybe I should get 
a sash for my arm 
once my vaccine ef- 
fectiveness wears off 
later this year.) 


It’s a program that 
outright doesn’t apply 
to the upcoming fed- 
eral election (are you 
just going to magi- 
cally make the ballot 
lineups disappear?) 
or busy patio settings, 
but if you want to sit 
in a theatre, for in- 
stance, which has 
spacing and safety ex- 
plicitly built into its 
current model, you 
have to jump through 
additional hoops. 

And of course, the 
obvious problem of 
fradulent vaccine re- 
ceipts now being a 
thing. 

The province ap- 
parently plans to im- 
plement a “unique 
QR code” system to 
combat this, in tan- 
dem with an app, but 
given how botched 
similar rollouts have 
been in places like the 
U.K. (to say nothing 
of privacy concerns), 
among others, I’m 
not convinced this 
program will work in 
the long run. 


| WILL WALK TODAY 


St. Mark's Church, 130 Mineola Rd. E. 


Walk 1k, 5k or 10k & raise funds for The Compass - Starting at 9:30AM! 


If you've read this 
far, then you likely 
came to the same 
conclusion I did: such 
a program is func- 
tionally impossible 
unless you can ensure 
consistency across 
the continent, be- 
cause right now, 
we're still leaking the 
virus in more ways 
than one. 

Whether it's U.S. 
states arguing over 
mask mandates, 
flights still arriving at 
Pearson with con- 
firmed cases, federal 
governments allow- 
ing refugees to slide 
into the country 
unchecked without 
vaccination and con- 
fusion over mandates 
(not helped by gov- 
ernment organiza- 
tions overstepping 
their authority), the 
case is clear enough 
that any such plan or 
program is a tempo- 
rary stopgap at best, 
and won't work un- 
less everyone is on 
the same page. 


It didn’t work for Is- 
rael, which is now 
reaching case highs 
consistent with the 
worst days of the 
lockdown last sum- 
mer, and outright ad- 
mitted earlier 
summer that approx- 
imately half of new 
cases in ICUs are in 
vaccinated individu- 
als. And that was 
with a certificate pro- 
gram. 

Australia already 
has problems not rec- 
ognizing mixed vac- 
cines in its certificate 
program, nevermind 
the backlash to recent 
restrictive policies 
causing international 
scorn over withhold- 
ing essential rights 
for the populace. 

The way Isee it, 
we're three months 
behind the countries 
that adopted this pro- 
gram — and based on 
the botched rollout 
there, I’m not confi- 
dent that Ontario can 
handle the heat. 
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Will this be Jagmeet Singh’s last chance on the federal stage? 


What is the com- 


mon Canadian's 
opinion of Jagmeet 
Singh’s quest to be 
Prime Minister of 
Canada? 

Singh's revious 
bid to Canadians was 
for free housing and 
prescription medi- 
cine. In this election, 
he is bidding on fossil 
fuel subsidies. 

Among other 
pledges, he has 
pushed for lower in- 
ternet and cellphone 
bills, an end to for- 
profit long-term care 
homes and a univer- 
sal pharmacare pro- 
gram that would be 
approved within one 
year, along with 
$5,000 in rental sup- 
port to families and 
taxes on wealthy cor- 
porations such as 
Amazon. 

Those who are reli- 
Ce may also have 

een surprised by 
Jagmeet's promise to 
legalize all Canadian 
drugs. 

After hearing his- 
platform, it was a 
shock to me_ that 
Canadians didn't 


#STAYH 


vote for Jagmeet. 
But, instead, we 
elected a two-faced 
corrupt hypocrite in 
the form of Justin 
Trudeau. 

While I don't know 
what's happening to 
the planet, I don't be- 
lieve it's good. 

Even though I am 
conservative, I ini- 
tially believed Singh 
would be an influen- 
tial figure in Cana- 
dian politics. It was 
perhaps similar to 
Barack Obama’s as- 
cendancy to the U.S. 


Presidency. 
I believed that the 
charismatic Singh 


would be a strong, 
unifying figure, rep- 
resenting the best of 
Canadian multicul- 
turalism. 

He could also build 
a comprehensive, 
positive coalition of 
progressive voters 
against both 
Trudeau's many fail- 
ings and the boring 
leader of the Conser- 
vative Party. 

While I might not 
have voted for him, 
as I disagree with his 
policies, I felt he 
could be an excep- 
tional political talent 
that should be re- 
spected. 

Jagmeet will make 
an interesting candi- 
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date based upon his 
story if he wins. It 
would be interesting 
to watch a practicing 
Sikh assume the 
leadership of a coun- 
try that has had at 
least some Christian 
leaders (he's even 
carrying a Kirpan —a 
ceremonial sword — 
on top of his clothes; 
have we have ever 
seen that before?). 

Canada's ability as 
a country that is mul- 
ticultural and has a 
functioning _ liberal 
democracy is a great 
asset. This is some- 
thing that very few 
countries are capable 
of doing well. 

Even with its many 
flaws, liberal democ- 
racy is probably the 
most effective form 
of government any- 
where in the world. 
But maintaining it in 
the face of racial, cul- 
tural and religious di- 
versity is one of the 
biggest challenges of 
21st-century society. 

Trudeau ruined the 
liberal democracy, 
and it’s hard to be- 
lieve in or trust him. 

But, I have another 


observation: The 
NDP never held fed- 
eral power. This 


makes it easy for 
them to do what any 
other opposition 
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party does: they 
make promises that 
they will never be 
able to keep. 

It is easy to see the 
same thing in other 
countries. Bernie 
Sanders in America, 
Jeremy Corbyn 
(U.K.), Jean-Luc Me- 
lenchon (France) -- 
these far-left candi- 
dates have all at- 
tracted considerable 
minority support. 

They're running 
far-left campaigns 
based more on the 
promise that lots of 
stuff will be paid for. 
Promises that are ex- 
tremely difficult to 
deliver if they won 
their elections. 

American citizens 
have the most expo- 
sure to the Sanders 
case. Many Ameri- 
cans believe that 
Sanders would have 
single-payer medical 
care and free educa- 
tion if he had won 
2016. As “President 
Sanders” would need 
to make the heavy 
compromises neces- 
sary to secure minor 
victories, we would- 
n't. 

At the provincial 
level, the NDP is 
well-equipped to 
handle this. 

Since 2015, they've 
found in Alberta and 
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British | Columbia 
that it is necessary to 
make compromises 
with their official 
platform in order to 
govern effectively. 

Trudeau made 
many promises in 
2015/2019, and did 
indeed run to the left 
side of the NDP on 
certain fronts. 

He has had to re- 
scind some of his 
promises since he be- 
came Prime Minis- 
ter. This was mainly 
because he realized 
that they didn't have 
enough support. 

Even former NDP 
leader Tom Mulcair 


has to criticize 
Trudeau's govern- 
ment from the left 
since he became 
more centrist in 
2015. Criticizing 
Trudeau's govern- 


ment from the left 
has become com- 
monplace in certain 
circles. 

Trudeau has been 
accused of being a 
fake Liberal who has 
sold Big Oil, to Saudi 
Arabia, to Donald 
Trump, and other 
people you wish to 
call the boogeyman. 
Trudeau has actually 
governed from the 
Liberal Party's tradi- 
tional left-of-center 
position, looking for 


PRIYANKA 


progressive victories 
whenever possible, 
and making conces- 
sions where needed. 

Also, many Canadi- 
ans think Jagmeet, 
while a nice guy, is in 
the wrong field. 
While I admire Jag- 
meet as an individ- 
ual, it is clear that he 
lacks the ability to be 
a politician. 

Like the rest of the 
NDP party, he is a 
very hardcore social- 
ist — a position that 
appears to be com- 
pletely counter to 
what are realistic 
goals in office. 

Other than Gary 
Doer's NDP govern- 
ment from Manitoba 
a few decades back 
(who was_ actually 
pretty conservative), 
the NDP tends to 
ruin everything when 
they get into power. 

Sincerely, I don't 
see any evidence that 
they think much 
about him. He's not 
even a part of the na- 
tional political con- 
versation. He is likely 
to be removed from 
the NDP leadership 
at the first opportu- 
nity unless he wins 
an extraordinary win 
at the polls. 

We still have three 
weeks to make up 
our minds. 
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Wild weather causes fatality at Erin golf course 


by Alex Gregory 


A violent storm 
system resulted 
in the death of an 
Erin resident at a 
golf course, 
Wellington OPP 
said this past 
weekend. 

The incident, 
which took place 
in the Township 
of Erin, located 
near the northern 
edge of Peel Re- 
gion, occurred 
when the victim, 
a man reportedly 
in his 50s, at- 
tempted to put 


out a fire caused 
by fallen hydro 
lines near the golf 
course Saturday 
evening around 6 


p.m. 

While the exact 
cause of the 
death was un- 
known as of press 
time, the victim 
was outside of his 
vehicle, a parked 
pickup _ truck, 
during the inci- 
dent, which was 
caused by the 
storm system 
knocking out the 


Location: 


hydro lines. 

An investigation 
is still ongoing 
regarding the in- 
cident. 

The storm sys- 
tem, which 
caused flooding 
and heavy rain 
and wind 
throughout the 
region, resulted 
in significant 
weather warn- 
ings until after 8 
p.m., as given by 
Environment 
Canada. 

Hydro One later 


113 Lakeshore Rd East 
Port Credit, ON. Canada 


Phone Number: 
(905) 486-019] 


Email Address: 


info(a)zestlorliving.ca 


“est for Living 


Port Credit 


attended the 
scene to restore 
power to. the 
area. 

Peel also faced 
several _ signifi- 
cant events re- 
lated to the storm 
system, including 
the evacuation of 
an apartment 
complex in Mis- 
sissauga _ after 
flooding forced 
the occupants of 
39 units outside 
their property. 

The occupants 
of the facility, lo- 


cated at Roche 
Court, near the 
Erin Mills and 
QEW area, were 
evacuated by fire 


crews, while 
hydro workers 
isolated the 
power to. the 
flooded units. 

A multi-vehicle 
crash also oc- 


curred in Cale- 
don during on 
Saturday 
evening, sending 
seven people to 
hospital after the 
incident occurred 


on Mississauga 
Road near 
Charleston 
Sideroad around 
7:45 p.m. 
Though no 
causal link was 
immediately re- 
vealed as of press 
time, the collision 
resulted in a fe- 
male resident 
sustaining _ life- 
threatening in- 
juries, while six 
others sustained 
non-life-threat- 
ening injuries. 


This week’s feature video. 


Join us today for shopping ina 
bubble call today to 
book your group. 


Shop for gifts, home decor and fashion accessories. We always feature nautical and 


Canadiana collections. Be sure to check out our great selection of greeting cards. 


Proof of vaccination required in non-essential biz: 


Continued from Pg 1 


In recent days, Ford 
spoke out against the 
implementation of a 
certification program, 
noting that it could 
create a "split society" 
if instituted, while 
Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau spoke 
out against the move 
last week during a 
campaign stop in 
Streetsville as he an- 
nounced a pledge to 
provide $1 billion in 
funding to provinces 
to implement certifi- 
cation systems. 

Ontario also an- 
nounced that a re- 
vised program, set to 
be ready around Oct. 
22, will utilize QR 
codes and a mobile 
app to check for proof 
of vaccination, 
though critics of the 
program say it is not 
only inconsistent, but 
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doesn't do enough to 
protect struggling 
business sectors. 
"Vaccine certificates 
aren’t coming soon 
enough for the small 
businesses that have 
been struggling with- 
out provincial guid- 
ance to keep their 
customers and staff 
safe," said NDP 
leader Andrea Hor- 
wath on Wednesday. 
"Ford is still leaving 
far too many busi- 
nesses on their own 
to make tough deci- 
sions. (He) seems to 
be more interested in 
not offending anti- 
vaxxers than in pro- 
tecting Ontarians." 
The move to adopt 
a province-wide vac- 
cination certificate 
program also _ fol- 
lowed announce- 
ments from local 
municipalities in re- 
cent days, including 


Mississauga, to en- 
force a mandatory 
vaccination program 
for employees. The 
City of Brampton also 
said Wednesday that 
it would institute a 
vaccination policy for 
employees, though 
details weren't final- 
ized as of press time. 

Medical experts 
have also pushed for 
a certification pro- 
gram, noting that the 
province, which has 
cracked caseloads of 
700-plus_ confirmed 
cases daily over the 
past week, will need 
to see higher adop- 


tion of the vaccine if it 
wants to avoid a 
fourth lockdown. 


“We are already 
seeing a rise in the 
number of cases of 
COVD-19 as we head 
into the fall,” said the 
province's chief med- 
ical officer, Dr. 
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Kieran Moore, refer- 
ring to conversations 
with the province's 
"science table" on 
best practices. "The 
introduction of a vac- 
cine certificate is an 
important step to give 
people the tools to 
limit further spread 
of the virus so that we 
can ensure the safety 
of all Ontarians while 
keeping the province 
and opera- 


As of Wednesday, 
just over 75 per cent 
of individuals in On- 
tario had _ received 
both doses of the vac- 
cine, though Moore 
stated that adoption 
rates would need to 
get to 85 per cent to 
avoid a fourth lock- 
down in the fall. 

The province fur- 
ther confirmed 
Wednesday that the 
certification program 


would only be en- 
forced with warnings 
and educational pro- 
grams, though police 
agencies have indi- 
cated that they have 
not had time to re- 
view the new guide- 
lines. 

“Police will not be 
expected to conduct 
routine compliance 
checks of enhanced 
vaccination receipts,” 
said a representative 
from the Ontario As- 
sociation of Chiefs of 
Police (OACP) 
Wednesday _after- 
noon in a statement, 
noting that it would 
continue to protect 
the "safety of Ontari- 
ans. 

Others, including 
business owners and 
provincial organiza- 
tions representing 
business interests, 
expressed concern re- 
garding the inconsis- 


province 


tency of some policies 
within the program. 

The Canadian Fed- 
eration of Independ- 
ent Business said the 
plan provides some 
clarity but more is 
needed. 

“How will enforce- 
ment work?” the 
Canadian Federation 
of Independent Busi- 
ness (CFIB) said in a 
statement. “Will 
training be provided 
for businesses that 
have to check vaccine 
credentials? How are 
businesses supposed 
to recognize out-of- 
province and out-of- 
country vaccinations? 
Is there iron clad pro- 
tection for businesses 
against potential 
human rights chal- 
lenges, and costly law- 
suits?’ 

Look for additional 
coverage of this story 
on Friday morning. 
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Trudeau’s naughty list has arrived, and Santa isn’t happy 


We are now in the 
middle of the fourth 


COVID-19 wave, 
buoyed by cases in 
Western _ regions, 
and we need to have 
a snap election be- 
cause Justin 
Trudeau needs his 
majority. 

But why should we 
elect a charming 
former drama 
teacher who never 
really worked in his 
life and has never 
purchased a pound 
from his own pock- 
ets? 

How will he realize 
the higher cost of 
food? Check out 
your grocery store 
today. 

A five-litre jug of 
Canola Oil, which 
my family used to 
buy at Costco for 
$7.99 six months 
ago, is now $16.99. 

What has Trudeau 
achieved so far? It's 
mostly the things he 
hasn't done. When 
he was first running 
for PM, he promised 
electoral reform. 
But he didn't even 
attempt to imple- 
ment it. He lied. He 


SURJIT SINGH 
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lied. 

Why would he 
alter the system? It 
works in his favour 
and keeps the coun- 
try captive to the 
two main parties. 
None of these funds 
will help fix our bro- 
ken school system 
or our overstressed 
health system. 

Trudeau also 
promised $241 mil- 
lion to family plan- 
ning programs in 
2017, which  in- 
cluded a $20 mil- 
lion donation to the 
Bill and Hillary 
Clinton Foundation. 

Trudeau is a man 
of integrity. He told 
veterans asking for 
funding that they 


were looking for too 
much. 
Additionally, he 


pledged $2.65 bil- 
lion to combat cli- 
mate change at the 
Commonwealth 
Leaders Summit. 
He is now trying to 
get the provinces to 
Impose new taxes 
on them to pay for 
that pledge. 

He has pledged 
$300 million to help 
the Rohingya 
Refugee crisis, but 
we have a refugee 
crisis in our own 
doing in Ontario 
and Quebec that he 


won't address. 

He has pledged 
$125,000,000 to re- 
construction of 
Caribbean commu- 
nities, as our cities’ 
infrastructure falls 


apart. 
He has pledged 
$50 Million to 


Palestine for flood 
relief during the 
worst floods in 
decades on our 
shores. 

He has pledged 
$840 million for hu- 
manitarian assis- 
tance to Syria, when 
half of Canada's nat- 
ural reserves are 
without clean drink- 
ing water. 

Convicted terror- 
ists in a backroom 
deal led to another 
$30.8 million paid 
out for three other 
people who say they 
were wrongfully de- 
tained. He didn't 
put them in jail, but 
he honoured them 
with substantial 
money-He gave 
$10.5 million to 
each of the con- 
victed. 

Just recently, he 
spent $4.5 billion to 
build a_ pipeline. 
Now, the courts 
have ordered that it 
be shut down. He 
even stated that 
Canada made a 


great investment. 
Excuse us, Canadi- 


ans. 

The $4.5 billion- 
dollar pipeline can't 
be built. Our tax 
dollars were instead 
invested in the US. 
And he's not even 
done? 

Don't be deceived. 
Non-Canadian in- 
fluences work hard 
to disrupt our re- 
sources and sectors 
so that other mar- 
kets prosper. 

He said he fights 
to protect women, 
and then fires them 
if they are open and 
honest. He thinks 
that the treasury of 
this country is his 
trust fund. 

Canadians should 
have some self-re- 
spect. They should 
not re-elect this self- 


obsessed photo 
hound. We _ don't 
find this drama 


teacher boring or 
his expensive show 
very entertaining. 
He has also tram- 
pled on "religious 
beliefs." He is tar- 
geting law-abiding 
gun owners. 
Canada is a leader 
on the international 
stage, and I love it! 
However, if the 
foundations are 
completely ruined, 


we cannot help the 
planet. Please! Will 
the real Trudeau 
stand up? The one 
who is well-known 
for saying one thing, 
but never following 
through on_his 
promises. He will 
tell you lies and do 
precisely the oppo- 
site. 

Trudeau is just 
like everyone else. 
There is no plan. He 
just creates stuff. 

Trump struck a 
deal with the Tal- 
iban to _ leave 
Afghanistan by Mar. 
1, 2021. This didn't 
happen. It was six 
months before the 
deadline. 

Trudeau knew 
that Canada needed 
to be evacuated im- 
mediately for six 
months. But what 
did he do? He is fo- 
cused on his own 
goals of getting re- 
elected. 

We have lost 
troops, diplomats 
and many others 
who have given 
their lives for us. 
These people are 
now dead! 

This is due to self- 
ishness, a complete 
lack of empathy and 
responsibility for 
others. 

We have this man. 


In just six years, he's 
made a mess. And 
he is the only one to 
be found guilty of vi- 
olating ethics rules 
for his private island 
luxury vacation. 
After promising it 
would never again. 

Trudeau was also 
able to blunder the 
whole SNC-Lavalin 
affair, clearly indi- 
cating his intention 
to interfere with the 
judicial system and 
then throwing his 
chief of staff under 
the bus. The shame- 
ful manner in which 
the whole thing was 
handled was ex- 
tremely aggravat- 
ing. 

And now ,unnec- 
essarily. he just 
called a snap elec- 
tion that costing 
taxpayers more 
than $600 million 
just to gain power, 
that in all likelihood, 
he's never going to 
get, if current 
polling is any indi- 
cation. 

So, if you think the 
past five years were 
bad, wait till you see 
what the next five 
years will bring. 

It doesn’t look like 
it will get better, so 
be smart, and vote 
smartly. 


Rabba rallies behind local food bank for refugee support 


Local grocery 
chain Rabba Fine 
Foods has joined 
forces with The 
Mississauga Food 
Bank and P&G 
Canada to provide 
support for 2,000 
refugees from 
Afghanistan arriv- 
ing in Canada. 

The chain has 
joined forces with 
P&G Canada to do- 
nate toiletries, 
personal care 
products, baby 
supplies and other 
essential products 
to the food bank to 
help the refugees, 
who are expected 
to arrive in Canada 
over the next few 
weeks. 


The donation is 
part of the com- 


pany’s Rabba 
Roots Community 
program and a 


long-standing 
partnership with 
The Mississauga 
Food Bank. 

“The images 
weve seen from 
Afghanistan have 
broken our 
hearts,” says Rick 
Rabba, president 
of Rabba_ Fine 
Foods. “We will al- 
ways do our very 
best to help our 
partners at The 
Mississauga Food 
Bank to support 
refugees arriving 
to Canada and 
those in need.” 


= 


The refugees will 
arrive in Canada 
just weeks after 
the withdrawal of 
U.S. forces from 
Afghanistan late 
last month. 

In response, the 
federal govern- 
ment set up a pro- 
gram to resettle 
20,000 refugees 
who supported 
Canadian military 
operations against 


the Taliban. 
Within the last 
year, Rabba has 


made an in-kind 
donation of retail 
product valued at 
over a_ hundred 
thousand dollars 
to The Mississauga 
Food Bank in sup- 


port of curbing 


food insecurity 
within the commu- 
nity.. 


“The Mississauga 
Food Bank is com- 
mitted to provid- 
ing food _ for 
hungry neighbours 
and that often in- 
cludes new Cana- 
dians who, in 
situations like 
these, arrive in 
need of emergency 
food,” CEO 
Meghan Nicholls 
said in a statement 
Wednesday. 

“It takes the en- 
tire community 
coming together to 
make sure no one 
goes hungry on 
our watch. We are 


—o- 


so grateful to all of 
our supporters, in- 
cluding Rabba and 
its Rabba Roots 
Program for their 


continuous a 
port over’ the 
years.” 


From 2020 to 
2021, 31 per cent 
of The Mississauga 
Food Bank users 
were refugees or 
newcomers in 
Canada 10 years or 
less. 
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Patrons at Mississauga nightclub 
asked to get tested after COVID case 


Residents that at- 
tended a Missis- 
sauga nightclub 
last weekend may 
have been exposed 
to COVID-19, the 
Region of Peel said 
Wednesday. 

The region’s pub- 
lic health unit said 
in a statement that 
individuals that at- 
tended Sugar 
Daddy's Nightclub, 
located near the 
corner of Dixie and 
Eglinton Avenue, 
are asked to get 
tested due to a pos- 
sible exposure to 
COVID-19. 

The health unit 
said that anyone 
that attended the 


nightclub on Aug. 
20, 21 or 22 is ad- 
vised to get tested, 
including individu- 
als that were fully 
vaccinated. 

Those that dis- 
play symptoms are 


asked to self-iso- 
late, and to call 
their local COVID 
testing clinic and 
give the outbreak 
number “2253- 
2021-45471.” 
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Brampton’s new 
Official Plan will 


impact every 
aspect of life. 


What kind of city do you want? 


Visit brampton.ca/BramptonPlan to 
learn more, take our surveys and 
join our Public Townhall meetings. 


Your City. Our Future 
Let’s Plan Brampton. 
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It’s not too late for the province to put workers first 


in our economic recovery 


by Alan Broadbent and Elizabeth McIsaac, Maytree Foundation 


While most of us 
have been busy try- 
ing to enjoy the too- 
short Ontario 
summer and catch- 
ing our breath be- 
tween COVID’s 
third and fourth 
waves, the provin- 
cial government has 
been quietly consid- 
ering the future of 
work in Ontario. 

Quietly, as in 
holding the public 
consultation 
process by the On- 
tario Workforce Re- 
covery Advisory 
Committee in what 


appears to have 
spanned about 
seven weeks. 


Compare this to 
the two-year long 
Changing Work- 
places Review un- 
dertaken by a 
previous provincial 
government, which 
took place from 
2015-17. 

Quietly, as in pub- 
lishing a single web- 
page for the 
advisory committee 
that offers exactly 
one way to partici- 
pate: send a written 
submission by 
email. 

No roundtables or 
town halls, no sur- 
veys or outreach 
done through com- 
munity groups. 

Quietly, as in ex- 
cluding the people 
whose lives will be 
most affected from 
the process. 

Neither workers, 
organizations rep- 


resenting labour, 
nor civil society ad- 
vocates were invited 
to be a part of the 
committee or to 
come to the table to 
be heard by the 
committee. 

And that was all 
before the whirl- 
wind federal elec- 
tion and another 
fraught — back-to- 
school season 
started calling for 
our collective atten- 
tion. 

For those of us 
concerned with the 
dignity of workers 
and decent work, it 
is not a ences 
process. Meaningfu 
participation is a 
core tenet of a 
human rights-based 
approach. It is nota 
check-box exercise. 
Rather, it requires 
commitment, plan- 
ning, resources, and 
mechanisms for ac- 


countability and 
transparency. 
It requires putting 


people at the centre 
of decision-making. 
That workers and 
their advocates 
have not been 
meaningfully —in- 
cluded in the 
process is troubling. 

But, while the re- 
view has not shown 
a commitment to 
human rights in its 
process so far, it’s 
not too late to put 
workers at the cen- 
tre of the content of 
its recommenda- 
tions, which are due 


soon. 
Equity is a major 
concern. As_ it 


stands, our employ- 
ment laws do not 
protect all workers 
equally. 

In particular, gig 
workers are com- 
monly mis-classi- 
fied as independent 
contractors instead 
of as employees, 
and therefore their 
employers are not 
held responsible for 
meeting the em- 
ployment standards 
that they must for 
traditional employ- 
ees. 

In addition, the 
gig workforce is dis- 
proportionately 
made up of racial- 
ized and immigrant 
workers. Equity for 
gig workers also 
means advancing 
the rights of these 
groups. 

Of course, precar- 
ious work and mis- 
classification 
existed before app- 
based work — the 
trucking and clean- 
ing industries come 
quickly to mind — 
but food delivery 
and ___ride-hailing 
services, and our re- 
liance on the essen- 
tial workers who 
have kept them 
going during the 
pandemic, have 
brought this into 
the public eye. 

The Gig Workers 
Bill of Rights, cre- 
ated by gig workers 
and supported by 


traditional organ- 
ized labour, outlines 
some of the basic 
workplace protec- 
tions that gig work- 
ers are asking for: 
minimum wage and 
overtime pay; paid 
sick days and vaca- 
tion days; access to 
unemployment, 
pension and work- 
place injury bene- 
fits; and the ability 
to collectively bar- 
gain with their em- 
ployers. 

That our current 
system allows this 
large and growing 
group of workers to 
be excluded from 
these basic, mini- 
mum employment 
standards is a prob- 
lem that should be 
addressed, now. 

The language “bill 
of rights” is impor- 
tant for a few rea- 
sons. One is that it 
calls attention to the 
universal human 
rights, specifically 
the economic and 
social rights that re- 
late to employment, 
that are currently 
denied to this group 
of workers. 

Another is that it 
invokes the respon- 
sibility to protect 
and fulfill those 
rights. That respon- 
sibility begins with 
the government, 
whose duty it is to 
enact laws and stan- 
dards to protect 
workers, and to en- 
force those stan- 
dards to ensure that 


their human rights 
are fulfilled. 

In a democracy, a 
government’s first 
duty is the duty to 
protect; the support 
of human rights can 
be seen as a focused 
way to protect peo- 
ple in a society. 

This is a matter of 
governing, not of 
politics. It is not 
about pitting busi- 
ness interests 
against the interests 
of people, or left vs 
right; it is about un- 
derstanding the role 
and obligations of 
government, and 
living up to them. 

Yet instead of pro- 
tecting, we see from 
other jurisdictions 
that some govern- 
ments are facilitat- 
ing the violation of 
workers’ rights, by 
creating a “third” 
category that is nei- 
ther employee nor 
contractor. In effect, 
this legitimizes the 
mis-classification 
that allows employ- 
ers to shirk their re- 
sponsibilities to 
their employees. 

Ontario must not 
follow this path to- 
wards appeasin 
bad employers an 
away from decent 
work; on the con- 
trary, it must act to 
protect the dignity 
of workers and level 


the playing field for 
responsible em- 
ployers. 


When people are 
being harmed by 
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bad labour laws or 
poor enforcement, 
the government 
cannot choose not 
to protect them. 

Addressing the in- 
equities faced by gig 
workers and, by ex- 
tension, a dispro- 
portionate number 
of racialized and 
immigrant workers, 
is one specific area 
that this committee, 
and the provincial 
government, should 
focus on in its re- 
view. 

More broadly, the 
committee should 
work towards rec- 
ommendations that 
promote workers’ 
dignity and decent 
working conditions 
for all workers. 

These will include 
permanent paid 
sick days, for exam- 
ple, or measures 
that ensure safe and 
healthy “work- 
places” for the mul- 
titudes of people 
now working from 
home. 

Through its lack of 
transparency and 
efforts to engage 
with workers in a 
meaningful way, 
this review has had 
a discouraging start. 

By bringing 
human rights prin- 
ciples into its rec- 
ommendations, it 
can still end well. 
Dignity and decent 
work should be the 
cornerstone of On- 
tario’s workforce re- 
covery. 
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Trudeau’s true snap election disaster agenda 


SURIJIT SINGH 


Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau is 
making bold prom- 
ises like $10 per day 
for childcare for 
Canadian families 
to make it more af- 
fordable, along with 
$9 billion for long- 
term care, and rais- 
ing the minimum 
wage for personal 
supports workers to 
$25 an hour. He 
also promised 
seven _ additional 
days of paid sick 
leave for federally 
regulated workers. 

Why was Trudeau 
against childcare 
and why did he re- 
fuse to pony up the 
cash for sick days 
during the pan- 
demic? This is 
something that the 
Liberals are cur- 
rently fighting for. 

It doesn't make 
sense to announce 
the same as other 
parties requested in 
Parliament. This is 
a clear sign that 
Trudeau wants the 
majority just to gain 
its power. 

The truth is that 
his hidden agenda 
is against those who 
fraudulently 
claimed COVID-19 
emergency benefits, 
who will be subject 
to a $5,000 fine, 
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double the amount 
they received in in- 
correct _ benefits, 
and jail time. 
Because other 
parties weren't in 
agreement with 
Trudeau, even NDP 
Leader Jagmeet 
Singh accused the 
overnment of 
"criminalizing" 
those who received 
benefits in error, 
and suggested that 
the penalties harm 
the most vulnerable 
Canadians. 
After he has 
gained power and 
majority, he will 
"Punish the Canadi- 
ans." We, the tax- 
payers, will 
eventually have to 
deal with politicians 
and the govern- 
ment's past and 
present foolishness. 
He's emptying the 
banks of money 
that does not be- 
long to him. He’s 
made a mockery of 
our judicial system 
by skating through 
three ethics investi- 
gations in five 
years, given hun- 
dreds of millions in 
funding to organi- 
zations that were 
pals with the family 
(WE Charity) or at- 
tempted to unduly 
influence other 
politicians to get 
what he wants for 
his friends (SNC- 
Lavalin). 
And does Trudeau 
care about Canadi- 


mee Stan) ol 


ans? Right now, he 
is only interested in 
foreigners. We all 
know that Trudeau 
brought in Syrian 
refugees to Canada 
on taxpayers. He 
paid them for food, 
hotel, and motels. 

Trudeau allowed 
dozens of ISIS 
fighters back into 
Canada without any 
consequences. 
These _ terrorists 
were accomplices to 
horrendous acts of 
violence and mur- 
der. They should 
have been arrested. 

When Canadians 
expressed their 
concerns and fears, 
Trudeau told them 
to "not be racist" 
and that "these men 
will have a strong 
voice for Canada." 

These murderous 
terrorists walk free 
among us. Because 
of that, today, our 
streets, our malls, 
are not safe. 

Also, Trudeau 
doesn't have a plan 
or any assurances 
to balance Canada's 
budget. 

So, he is openly 
inviting parents 
and students from 
other countries to 
come to Canada 
and invest in prop- 
erties here. 

This has led to the 
high cost of housing 
and living. 

The bitter truth is 
that Trudeau and 
his Liberal govern- 


ment have failed at 
almost every elec- 
tion promise they 
made — outside of 


legalizing mari- 
juana— and they 
basically turned 


that into a money- 
maker for rich 
cronies and corpo- 
rations. 

Because of mari- 
juana stores being 
opened on every 
corner, our youth 
are developing dan- 
gerous, addictive 
habits; they are our 
future, the future of 
Canada. 

But they say the 
right things, stoke 
fear, and the main 
thing is their real 
rival on the left- 
wing, the NDP, is 
led by Jagmeet 
Singh. 

The Canadian left 
can pretend they 
are open-minded, 
but the reality is 
they would instead 
vote for a guy who 
dresses up in black 
and brown face, 
mocking people of 
colour, than a real 
person of colour. 

Although a minor- 
ity in this Parlia- 
ment's majority, it 
was bittersweet that 
the Trudeau gov- 
ernment had no 
trouble passing im- 
portant bills, in- 
cluding the budget. 

Every crucial vote 
has seen at least 
one political, either 
the Conservatives, 
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Bloc Quebecois or 
the NDP, side with 
the Liberals. This 
ensured stability for 
the government. 

The difference is 
that the Trudeau 
government failed 
to deal with the 
COVID-19 epi- 
demic effectively. 
The Trudeau gov- 
ernment presented 
one budget over the 
past two years. 
This budget was 
passed easily by 
Parliament. 

Under Trudeau's 
leadership, Canada 
is the only Western 
country to have 
‘skipped a budget' 
and placed an eco- 
nomic burden on 
the country by in- 
troducing spending 
bills with different 
names. 

The Trudeau gov- 
ernment has not yet 
fully clarified 
Canada's financial 
position and has in- 
creased its debt 
from $450 billion, 
up to $500 billion 
in the COVID crisis. 
The federal govern- 
ment's debt is fore- 
casted at $1.6 
trillion this year, up 
from $1.2 trillion. 

Experts _ believe 
inflation is rising, 
making life more 
difficult for many. 
The Trudeau gov- 
ernment's mis- 
guided __ policies, 
collusion, and mon- 
etary policy have 


caused an increase 
in rents and house 
prices, making it 
more difficult for 
young people to 
start families. 

An economic cri- 
sis will occur when 
interest rates rise 
because of rising in- 
flation. The country 
is also in deep debt. 

Millions of people 
have grown used to 
sitting at home be- 
cause they don't get 
other benefits. 

Many workers are 
also taking cash and 
benefits, which is 
despite high unem- 
ployment and the 
loss of taxes. 

This government 
has failed to imple- 
ment and formulate 
effective plans for 
economic recovery. 
Trudeau's govern- 
ment has been pur- 
suing a 
broad-ranging fis- 
cal policy of vote- 
buying and_ is 
holding mid-term 
elections in order to 
get votes. 

If the govern- 
ment's goal is to get 
the majority of peo- 
ple out of fear over 
the $630 million in 
election costs to 
them and the fear of 
a fourth wave of the 
virus, they’ve failed 
somewhere long the 
line. 
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Peel Matters: Will COVID certificates vaccinate 
against the digital divide? 


by Catherine Soplet 


Ontario’s 
COVID vaccine 
certificate system 


is set to come 
into effect on 
Sep. 22. 


Using a mobile 
digital device (or 
paper record, to 
start), residents 
in Ontario will be 
able to access 
certain vacci- 
nated-only _ set- 
tings. 

Ontarians _ will 
have to show a 
downloaded PDF 
or Ontario 
Health digital re- 
ceipt proving 
completion of a 
second immu- 
nization. Photo 
ID will also be re- 
quired, the 
province con- 
firmed Wednes- 
day. 

“Not everyone 
has a_ smart 
phone!” the 
ODSP Action 
Coalition ob- 
jected, via social 
media _ postings 
Wednesday 
evening. 

With income 
well below the 
$26,426 poverty 
line, many recipi- 
ents of the On- 
tario Disability 
Support Program 
(ODSP) cannot 
afford a digital 
device, let alone 
navigation adap- 
tations or per- 


sonal internet 
access. 
In addition, 


Photo ID can be 
costly to obtain. 
As a matter of 
fairness, certifi- 
cate require- 
ments will not 
apply to settings 
where people re- 
ceive _ essential 


medical care, 
food from gro- 
cery stores or 
medical supplies. 
Aligned — with 
public health 
measures cur- 
rently in place, 
indoor masking 
policies will con- 
tinue to remain 
in place. 

Individuals on 
ODSP may have 
medical condi- 


tions which pre- 
clude eligibility to 
take the vaccine, 
or to wear a 
mask. 

A simple re- 
cently-restored 
Phase 3 comfort 
after July 16, a 
trip to meet a 
friend for a coffee 
inside an air-con- 
ditioned _ shop, 
may once again 
be out of reach. 

In its press re- 
lease, the govern- 
ment __ pledges, 
“Ontario will de- 
velop and _ pro- 
vide additional 
tools to improve 
user experience, 


efficiency and 
business _—_sup- 
ports in the com- 
ing weeks, 
including estab- 
lishing alterna- 
tive tools for 
people with no 
email, health 
card or ID.” 

Maybe _provi- 
sion of a digital 
device, access to 
technology and 
navigational sup- 


ports can be pro- 
vided to those not 
currently able to 
afford them. 
Ontario Health 
already knows 
from a pilot proj- 
ect run by the 
City of Sudbury, 
in partnership 
with the Commu- 
nity Paramedi- 
cine team, that 
such digital con- 
nection for low- 
income people is 
more cost effec- 
tive, and sees bet- 
ter population 
health outcomes. 
The pilot proj- 
ect was an exem- 
plar at the Aug. 


2021 annual con- 
ference of Associ- 
ation of 
Municipalities of 
Ontario (AMO). 
Its results form 
part of the busi- 
ness case being 
put forward to 
adopt enabling 
legislation for a 
digitally-adapted 
Community 
Paramedicine 
Framework. 


At the confer- 
ence, AMO called 
on the Premier to 
implement a 
province-wide, 
practical vaccine 
certification pro- 
gram for those 
fully vaccinated 
in order to pro- 
tect children 
under 12 and On- 
tario’s health care 
resources, and to 
support the safe, 
timely and stable 
reopening of 
public — services, 
institutions, facil- 
ities, and busi- 
nesses. 

After the Mar. 
2020 declaration 


of COVID-19 
state of emer- 
gency, AMO’s 
northern Ontario 
communities 
locked down 
cost-effective 
Community 
Paramedicine 
monitoring of in- 
person patient 
visits. 

Patient out- 
comes progres- 
sively worsened 


as people avoided 
going to the hos- 
pital when 
needed, or ar- 
rived in a much- 
deteriorated 
emergency state. 

“The City of 
Greater Sudbury 
launched an ini- 
tiative that fo- 
cused on_ the 
factors impacting 
population health 
specific to a lack 
of access to digi- 
tal devices, inter- 
net and digital 
literacy related to 
income, educa- 
tion, and where 
people live,” said 
Christine Meyer, 


Provincial Direc- 
tor of Health for 
Equitable Access 
Development at 
the Ontario 
Health modern- 
ization agency. 

In adapting the 
Community 
Paramedicine 
program, three 
subsidized apart- 
ment buildings 
were selected for 
the project. Resi- 
dents and resi- 
d e n t 
ambassadors 
worked with pub- 
lic health to code- 
sign services. 

Redesigned 
common room 
spaces in the 
apartment build- 
ings were 
equipped with in- 
ternet access and 
a single enclosed 
private computer 
area for virtual 
health, mental 
health and Court 
appointments. 

One newcomer 
father of three 
wrote on-line 
exams there. The 
YMCA’s digital 
literacy program 
supported train- 
ing with volun- 
teers. 

Mobile phones 
were provided to 
less fortunate, in- 
cluding homeless 
population par- 
ticipating in the 
Housing _ First 
Program. They 
were empowered 
to manage on- 
line forms in 
their housing 
search and make 
direct contact 
with potential 
landlords. 


Continued Next Page 


Continued from Previous 
Page 

Members’ of 
Peel Poverty Ac- 
tion Group 
(PPAG) are en- 
couraged by the 
City of Sudbury 
results. 

“If digital de- 
vices are essen- 
tial for 
modernization 
in delivery of 
health services, 
then the bene- 
fits and _ cost 
savings present 
an opportunity 
in moderniza- 
tion of Social 
Services, said a 
PPAG represen- 
tative. 

In September, 
Peel Region, 
Hamilton and 
Muskoka com- 
mence an on- 
line only portal 
delivery of So- 
cial Assistance 
supports for 
Ontario Works 
(OW) and ODSP 
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clients. 
One in three 
recipients do 


not have access 
to a device, in- 
ternet or navi- 
gational 
supports. 
Addressing the 
digital divide 
has been a topic 
of concern at 
Peel Poverty Re- 
duction Strat- 
egy, as the gap 
applied to youth 
with be the 
topic of a Youth 
Symposium to 
be held later 
this September. 
In April, Peel 
Weekly News 
reported on the 
transformative 
benefit to The 
Compass Food- 
bank clients, 
once it was able 
to distribute 
shared tablets 
and reliable ac- 
cess to internet. 
Equipment 
was made avail- 


able through 
COVID - emer- 
gency funding 
via Mississauga 
Food Bank with 
community col- 
laborators Port 
Credit Commu- 
nity Founda- 


tion. 

“Even more 
important than 
being able to or- 
ganize personal, 


medical and 
case worker 
supports - 


Zoom meetings 


so people could 
reconnect were 
vitally impor- 
tant,” said Rick 
Penton, Pro- 
gram Manager. 
"It was evi- 
dently a prob- 
lem for low 


income clients 
own or have ac- 
cess to either a 
digital devices 
or reliable ac- 
cess to. inter- 
net.” 


PARTY OF CANADA 


WEEKLY 
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Bird acquires Dagmar in $32m construction deal 


by Alex Gregory 


Mississauga- 
based Bird Con- 
struction Inc. has 
acquired _ fellow 
company Dagmar 
Construction Inc. 
in a $32 million- 
dollar deal, in a bid 
to boost service of- 
ferings, the com- 
pany announced 
Wednesday. 

Bird, which has 
helmed multiple 
major  develop- 


ment projects 
throughout _ the 
country, said the 
deal, which closed 
on Sep. 1, will see 
the construction 
company’s existing 
civil business com- 
bine with Dag- 
mar’s capabilities 
in key civil infra- 
structure sub-sec- 
tors, including 
road, bridge, rail, 
sewer and water, 


and commercial- 
institutional sites, 
to boost its access 
to the Ontario 
market and im- 
prove its competi- 
tive position 
naturally. 

"This acquisition 
provides a_plat- 
form for Bird, in 
the largest civil in- 
frastructure mar- 
ket in Canada... 
and it will be a cat- 
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alyst for long term 
growth in the in- 
frastructure  sec- 
tor,” said Bird 
president and CEO 
Teri McKibbon. “It 
is consistent with 
our strategy to di- 
versify across both 
geography and 
market segments... 
Bird will be posi- 
tioned to deliver a 
robust suite of 
services and lever- 
age strong cross- 
sellin 
opportunities with 
major clients 
across Canada. We 
are confident in 
the opportunities 
this transaction 
creates for our em- 
ployees and our 
clients, and we ex- 
pect long-term 
value creation for 
all of our stake- 
holders." 

In a statement, 
Bird said it will fi- 


nance 80 per cent 
of the purchase 
price through debt, 
with the remaining 
20 per cent funded 
through shares is- 
sued to principal 
shareholders. 

Over the past 80 
years, Dagmar, 
which has_ oper- 
ated more than 
eighty years, has 
boasted strong re- 
sults in the civil in- 
frastructure sector 
for both public and 
private clients, and 
will boost diversifi- 
cation and the po- 
tential to work on 
larger _— projects, 
said its president, 
Denis Bigioni. 

"I am_ very 
pleased to become 
an important part 
of Bird's future, 
enabled through 
our well-aligned 
cultures and com- 
pany values. In ad- 


dition to expand- 
ing services to our 
existing clients, 
this transaction 
will open the door 
to larger scale, 
more diverse work 
than currently pos- 
sible," Bigioni said 
Wednesday. 

"The opportuni- 
ties that our collec- 
tive teams will now 
be able to access 
with Bird's na- 
tional resources 
and Dagmar's 80 
years of history in 
the Ontario mar- 
ket, will enhance 
value for all stake- 
holders." 

The Dagmar 
management team 
will continue to 
operate the busi- 
ness with the sup- 
port of Bird, both 
companies said in 
a joint statement. 


UTM makes a bid for new IT model with Third Octet 


The University of 
Toronto Missis- 
sauga (UTM) is 
teaming with a 
leading IT 
provider to help 
give its IT infra- 
structure — and 
approach to deliv- 
ering programs — 
ee cok 

With the support 
of Citrix 2021 
Partner Innova- 
tion Award finalist 
Third Octet, UTM 
announced this 
week that it has 
built a modern en- 
vironment in 
which it can pro- 
vide consistent, se- 
cure and reliable 
access to all of the 
resources its stu- 
dents need to 


learn and succeed, 
anywhere, —any- 
time, using digital 
workspace _ solu- 
tions from Citrix 
Systems. 

The __ post-sec- 
ondary institution 
said that it is fo- 
cused on deliver- 
ing a_ superior 
student __experi- 
ence, and technol- 
ogy has always 
been central to its 
efforts, but when 
the pandemic hit, 


it had to reimagine 
things. 
“Priority was 


shifted from not 
only bringing vir- 
tual applications 
to the table, but 
being able to pro- 
vide access to our 


onsite lab re- 
sources from re- 
mote locations,” 
said H.Y. Luo, a 
UX analyst at 
UTM. 

Providing a sim- 
ple, familiar expe- 
rience also became 
critical. 

“One of the key 
things we were 
asked to do was to 
have the tools that 
we offered work 
the same way they 
worked when peo- 
ple were onsite so 
that our staff and 


students didn’t 
have to learn new 
ways of doing 


things,” said the 
university’s senior 
manager of IT 
client services, An- 


thony Betts. 

It was a_ tall 
order, but Third 
Octet was confi- 
dent it could fill it 
with Citrix. 

“The benefit to 
using Citrix is that 
it is adaptable to 
changing _condi- 
tions,” said Third 
Octet CEO 
Matthew Metel- 
sky. 

The first step the 
firm took was to 
move UTM’s Citrix 
environment’ _ to 
the cloud, leverag- 
ing Citrix Cloud 
services, which en- 
able IT organiza- 
tions to rapidly 
deploy secure digi- 
tal | workspaces 
while placing their 


—o- 


sensitive app, 
desktop and data 
resources on any 
cloud or hybrid 
cloud. 

Using the solu- 


tion, UTM was 
able to quickly 
bring its lab 


classes to a remote 
environment and 
deliver a_ high- 
quality experience 
to students, re- 
gardless of their 
location. 

The next step for 
Third Octet is to 
build on its suc- 
cess and help posi- 
tion UTM to thrive 
in the future. 

“Now that we’ve 
seen the areas 
where remote edu- 
cation can be suc- 


cessful, we are tak- 
ing a longer-term, 
strategic look into 
how to. support 
these platforms,” 
said Metelsky. 

And Citrix will 
remain at the cen- 
ter of its efforts. 
“What we de- 
signed to meet a 
short-term need 
can be easily be 
adapted into a 
long-term strategy 
to support remote 
education that will 
give UTM a com- 
petitive advan- 
tage,” Metelsky 
said. 

For more infor- 
mation, visit 
www.citrix.com/fi 


eldwork. 
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Bolton grill celebrates grand opening with style 


Flame House 
Grill is a new 
restaurant offering 
Portuguese 


chicken and all the 
fixings. 
Owner’ Nelson 


Da Paz recently 
spoke about the 
business and why 
they decide to 
open in Bolton. 

Q) Tell us about 
your business. 

A) Flame House 
Grill is a Por- 
tuguese chicken 
takeout restaurant 
(aka “chur- 
rasqueira”) that 
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my girlfriend 
Cindy and I own 
together. 

This is our only 
location, but we’re 
hoping to open 
more down the 
road! 

We value quality 
and have spent a 
lot of time putting 
together recipes 
that we feel would 
be appreciated and 
enjoyed by all. 

We have tried to 
put our own twist 
on some of the 
classic Portuguese 
dishes and worked 
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really hard at per- 
fecting our piri piri 
sauce which we 
feel is the best 
around!! 

Q) Tell us about 
you, why did you 
decide to open 
your own busi- 
ness? 

A) This is some- 
thing that I have 
wanted to do for a 
very long time. 
Cindy and I both 
lost our jobs at the 
start of the pan- 
demic and decided 
that this would be 
the perfect time to 


focus on this busi- 
ness and be ready 
to open in a few 
months. 

Growing up in a 
Portuguese house- 
hold, eating from a 
churrasqueira was 
a normal thing 
and I’ve always 
wanted to share 
that tradition with 
as many people as 
possible. 

Neither Cindy or 
I have ever worked 
at a restaurant but 
our passion for 


great food and 
building a strong 
bond with our 
community is 


what motivated us 
to open our first 
restaurant in 
Bolton. 

Q) Why do you 
think this business 
will do well in 
Bolton? 

A) Bolton is a 
strong knit com- 
munity with small 
town values - we 
see it in the people 
that walk into our 
restaurant every 
day and through 
the many conver- 
sations we have 
daily. 

We want to think 


of Flame House 
Grill as a place 
that friends gather 
to eat great home- 
made food made 
by a family who 
has the same val- 
ues as its town. 

We have had a 
very successful 
start to our busi- 
ness and see it 
only getting better 
as more people 
come try our food. 

Q) What is your 
favourite thing on 
the menu and 
why? 

A) Our chicken 
with our home- 
made piri piri 
sauce is by far my 
favourite and is a 
must try for any- 
one coming to 
Flame House Grill 
for the first time. 

Along with our 
famous piri piri 
potatoes and Por- 
tuguese-style rice, 
it is an excellent 
family meal that 
all can enjoy. 

As mentioned, 
our secret piri piri 
recipe is what will 
keep you coming 
back for more! 

Q) What do you 
love about Bolton 


and Caledon? 

A) We live very 
close by in Klein- 
burg but our den- 
tist and doctor are 
here and we do all 
our shopping in 
Bolton. 

Bolton has_ so 
much charm but 
the people are 
what really make 
Bolton what it is. 
Everyone is always 
so pleasant and 
have been so ex- 
tremely supportive 
of us. 

We've had a lot 
of people simply 
coming in to pick 
up a brochure and 
welcome us_ to 
Bolton and wish us 
all the luck. We are 
proud to open our 
first store here and 
give the town a 
new family-owned 
Portuguese chur- 
rasqueira. 

Flame House 
Grill is located at 
334 Queen St 
South, in Bolton. 
For more infor- 
mation, visit 
flamehousegrill.ca 
/ or call (905) 
857-0999. 
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High Tide opens new store in Brampton, aims for further growth 


Calgary-based 
High Tide an- 
nounced this 
week that its 
newest location 
has opened in 
Brampton. 

The cannabis 
retailer said Mon- 
day that its new 
location, located 
at 148 West 
Drive, has begun 
selling recre- 
ational cannabis 
products for adult 
use. 

The new store 
represents the 
company’s 92nd 


branded retail lo- 
cation across 
Canada, and 


22nd in Ontario. 
"The opening of 

the new Bramp- 

ton store high- 


lights our com- 
mitment to con- 
tinued expansion 
in Canada's 
largest province," 
said High Tide’s 
president and 
CEO Raj Grover. 
Despite running 
into “delays” in 
securing building 
permits due to 
the pandemic, 
Grover said the 
company re- 
mains hopeful 
that it can open 
30 locations 
across the 
province by the 
end of the month. 
“We expect to 
continue expand- 
ing our retail 
portfolio in the 
province through 
both organic 


growth and 


strategic acquisi- 
tions in the com- 
ing months, and 
look forward to 
hitting Ontario's 


new 75 store cap 
that will come 
into effect next 


month," said 
Grover. 
The company 


currently oper- 
ates locations in 
Ontario, Alberta, 
Saskatchewan 
and Manitoba, 
and said Monday 


that it will con- 
tinue to 
strengthen itsof- 
ferings through- 
out the country. 


Winner of the 
Sam McCallion 
Community 
Involvement 
Award 
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audio visual 
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We would like to thank MBOT 
for the honour of the Award. 


905-275-6010 


We are the company of choice for hundreds of Mississauga businesses 


century 


audiovisual 


(simplicity redefined) 


www.centuryav.com 


for “Audio Visual Systems Design & Installation” for todays technology equipped Boardrooms 
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Province goes local to launch anti-trafficking online program 


This past Mon- 
day, Mississauga- 
Centre MPP 
Natalia 
Kusendova joined 
several partners in 
the trucking in- 
dustry, including 
Shelley Uvanile- 
Hesch, CEO of the 
Women's. Truck- 
ing Federation of 
Canada and 
Stephen 
Laskowski, CEO 
of the Ontario 
Trucking Associa- 


tion, along with 


Minister Caroline 
Mulroney, Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie 
and several guests 
from Peel Re- 
gional Police, to 
unveil a new on- 
line-based_train- 
ing program 
designed to help 
truck drivers play 
an important role 
in the _ fight 
against human 
trafficking. 

The program, 
made in collabo- 
ration between 


the Women’s 
Trucking Federa- 
tion of Canada, 
the Trucking 
Human Resource 
Sector Council At- 
lantic, the TC On- 
line Institute and 
the province, fo- 
cuses on survivor- 
led training 
modules to give 
participants an in- 
sight into the per- 
spectives and 
experiences of 
human trafficking 
victims. 


i 


\ 
n 
‘ 


The province 
committed 
$47,000 to the 
Women!s_ Truck- 
ing Federation of 
Canada, which has 
directly con- 
tributed to the 
creation of this 
valuable resource. 

Through the 
completion of the 
program, which is 
to be offered in 
both English and 
French, truck 
drivers will be- 
come more famil- 
lar with 
recognising the 
signs of human 
trafficking, and 
will moreover be 
better positioned 
to assist law en- 
forcement in 
bringing perpetra- 
tors to justice. 

The new pro- 
gram is a part of a 
broader commit- 
ment to eradicat- 


ing human 
trafficking in the 
province. 


As a part of Bill 
251, the Combat- 
ting Human Traf- 


ficking Act, the 
province will com- 
mit $307 million 
over five years to 
support survivors, 
prevent new vic- 
tims and prose- 
cute traffickers to 
the fullest extent 
of the law. 

The Combatting 
Human Traffick- 
ing Act also fea- 
tures provisions to 
advance oversight 
in Ontario’s ho- 
tels, and strength- 
ens the _ Child, 
Youth and Family 
Services Act to 
further protect the 
province’s — chil- 
dren from falling 
into the hands of 
traffickers. 

Initiatives like 
these, which in- 
corporate a broad 
array of stake- 
holders and min- 
istries, are new 
ways the province 
is fighting human 
trafficking with 
the aim of making 
it a thing of the 
past, said 
Kusendova. 


"Human _ traf- 
ficking presents 
one of the sternest 
challenges _ that 
our province cur- 
rently faces, but as 
this new survivor- 
led training pro- 
gram shows, we 
are collectively 
ready for the 
fight,” said 
Kusendova during 
the event. 

"Ontario is home 
to many stake- 
holders and advo- 
cates who, 
alongside our 
brave men and 
women in law en- 
forcement, are on 
the frontlines 
every day support- 
ing survivors and 
bringing traffick- 
ers to justice. Our 
government is 
proud to stand 
alongside them, 
and with our bold 
anti-human traf- 
ficking strategy, 
we are committed 
to working toward 
an Ontario that is 
free from _ this 
heinous crime.” 
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Mayor Patrick Brown 
& Friends 


Celebrity Brampton Hockey Classic 


Featuring 


Doug Gilmour & Wendel Clark 


Facing Off to.Support Kids with Physical Disabilities 
Draft Party (Tailgate Party), 


Wednesday September 8thy2021 6- -10pm (Susan uy Sportsplex) 


3 Game eG ae | L, L, I 


bal 


Thursday, September Oth AN 8am- ;2pm (Susan)}Fennell Sportsplex) 


BRAMPTON 
CELEBRITY HOCKEy 


ALL Covid19 protocols will be in place. Nn SUPPORT OF 
All government rules and restrictions will be followed. 


Please contact Charlene Myke at 
cmyke@easterseal.org or 705 487-0424 


https://celebrityhockeyclassics.com/brampton/ 
the-brampton-celebrity-hockey-classic/ 
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Steelheads thrilled to be back on the ice 


by David Robinson 


The boys in 
blue are back on 
the ice. 

The Missis- 
sauga Steelheads 
are brimming 
with excitement, 
as their passion 
for hockey will 
be realized in a 
few short weeks. 

In  conversa- 
tions with 
Owner Elliott 
Kerr, Head 
Coach James 
Richmond and 
Business Man- 
ager Mike Hast- 
ings, it is very 
evident that they 
are all super 
keen to get back 
to playing. 

The OHL has 
permission from 
the health au- 
thorities to open 
their _ training 
camps, _ begin- 
ning on Aug. 30. 

There will be a 
short set of 
three-to-four ex- 
hibition games, 
and the regular 
season will open 
on Oct. 7 with 
the team on the 
road. 

COVID-19 pro- 
tocols are still in 
play to varying 
degrees, so the 
team will have to 
begin the season 
with a modifica- 


tions to their 
normal opera- 
tions. 


The Steelheads 
will play a full 
set of 68 games, 
but will not 
travel out of 
their conference 
area to keep 
travel to a mini- 


mum and reduce 
the risk of virus 
transmission. 

They will also 
not travel to play 
U.S. teams until 
the federal gov- 
ernment permits 
cross border 
travel. 

All players and 
staff must be 


Photo Courtesy of 
Landmark Sport 


» 
~< Group 


health authori- 
ties. 

The team is 
also excited that 
all of the staff 
and coaches are 
back in spite of 


the long layoff. 
The season 
ticket holders 


are all coming 
back, as are the 


Sane id 
eee . 
‘a 

e 
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vaccinated. The 
team will be al- 
lowed to _ take 
their quota of 


imports from 
Europe — but 
they must be 
vaccinated. 


In terms of the 
number of fans 
allowed into 
watch the games 
live at the Para- 
mount Fine 
Foods’ Centre, 
the team expects 
there to be some 
restrictions, but 
they will take 
their directives 
from the local 


sponsors. 

It is expected 
that the team 
will have a good 
amount of rev- 
enue to run the 
operation during 
the season. 

Ticket prices 
will remain the 
same as 2019. 

The Steelheads 
had some very 
good success at 
this summer’s 
OHL draft. 

The draft was a 
record-high 15 
rounds long, asa 
result of com- 
bining two years 


into one draft. 

The top two 
picks for the 
Steelheads were 
Luke Missa, a 
centre from the 
Oakville 
Rangers, and 
Stefan Forgione, 
a centre from 
Woodbridge. 

If the players 


do not make the 
team, they will 
be returned to 
their respective 
midget teams. 

The Steelheads 
have been very 
good at player 
development 
over the four 
years since Rich- 
mond took over 
as head coach. 

Players coming 
into this organi- 
zation can rest 
assured that 
their hockey ca- 
reers are in good 
hands. 

In terms of 


—o- 


players getting 
drafted to the 
NHL, the Steel- 
heads are among 
the best in the 


OHL. 
A total of 21 
players have 


been drafted to 

the NHL in the 

last four years. 
Some names 


that stand out in 
the list of 
drafted players 
include: 

— Ole Julian 
Bjorgvik, a Nor- 
wegian defence- 
man drafted to 
the Columbus 
Blue Jackets; 

— Ethan DI- 
mastro, a de- 
fenceman from 
Freelton, On- 
tario drafted to 
the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

- Cole 
Schwintz, centre 
Florida Panthers 

— Keean 


Washkurak, cen- 
tre for the St. 
Louis Blues 

— Owen Tip- 
pett, forward for 
the Florida Pan- 
thers 

—- Ryan Mc- 
Cloud, of the Ed- 
monton Oilers 

— Mike Mc- 
Cloud, of the 
New Jersey Dev- 
ils 

- Thomas 
Harley, of the 
Dallas Stars 

— Nick Hagere, 
from the Vegas 
Golden Nights 

Several players 
on the team will 
be NHL draft 
age in 2022. 

They include 
Luka Debelbel- 
luz (from Wood- 


bridge), Zack 
Lavorie (from 
Ottawa) and 
Owen Beck 
(from Belleville). 

The future 


looks great for 
the team. They 
should have a 
strong roster 
and are expected 
to challenge for 
a high playoff 
spot in 2022. 

The first regu- 
lar season home 
game for the 
Steelheads takes 
place on Friday, 
Oct. 22, as the 
Steelheads face 
off against the 
Ottawa 67’s. 

For tickets, 
visit 

ticketmaster.ca 
/mississauga- 
steelheads-tick- 
ets/artist/17537 
76. 
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Half Marathon goes virtual after provincial pivot 


The annual 
Oakville Half 
Marathon is going 
virtual in 2021 
after consultation 
with Halton Pub- 
lic Health and the 
Province of On- 


tario. 
The Half 
Marathon, held on 


the first weekend 
of October each 
year, has been a 
staple of the fall 
running calendar 
since its inception 
in 2007. 

The race typi- 
cally showcases 
the gorgeous wa- 
terfront neigh- 
bourhoods, 
Bronte Harbour, 
and the beautiful 
downtown area of 
Oakville. 

Instead of run- 
ning the set course 
on race day along- 
side thousands of 
other runners, the 
2021 Virtual 
Oakville 
Marathon runners 
will have the 
chance to run or 
walk their pre- 
ferred distance on 


their own, safely, 
and at a distance 
from others, and 
upload their time 
to the Oakville 
Half Marathon 
leaderboard. 

For many virtual 
runners, this free- 
dom is welcomed, 
as runners can 
complete their 
event at home on 
the treadmill or 


around 
neighbor- 


outside 
their 

hood. 

Runners can 
even try their 
hand at one of 
their favourite 
Oakville Half 
Marathon race 
routes (while 
abiding by all 
health and traffic 
guidelines) in the 


2K, 5K, 10K, or 


Half Marathon 
Since run- 
ners won't be able 
to experience the 
same race day fes- 
tivities as are typi- 
cal each fall at the 
Oakville Half 
Marathon, organ- 
izers have put to- 
gether a 
spectacular race 
kit, given to all 
who sign up. The 


package includes 
the official 2021 
Oakville Half 
Marathon medal 
and shirt, a race 
bib and finisher’s 
certificate, free 
tickets to a Missis- 
sauga Steelheads 
game, prize draws, 
and more. 

Although thou- 
sands of runners 
won't pack the 


Runners participate in a past installment of the Oakville Half 
Marathon (photo taken pre-COVID) (PWN File Photo / Oakville Half 
Marathon) 


rr 
i. 


start lines this fall 
for the annual 
Oakville Half 
Marathon, the vir- 
tual experience 
promises to be 
just as special for 
experienced and 
new runners alike. 
For more infor- 
mation and to reg- 
ister, visit 
www.oakvillehalf- 
marathon.com. 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Livestream, in-person events frame Brampton jazz fest 


With the ongoing 
provincial and mu- 
nicipal decisions to 
cancel event per- 
mits and large gath- 
erings due to the 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic, the World of 
Jazz Festival, pre- 
sented by B-Jazzed, 
will celebrate its 
fifth anniversary 
next weekend with 
a mix of in-person 
and online per- 
formances, 

The annual festi- 
val, which runs next 
Saturday (Sep. 11) 
and Sunday (Sep. 
12) will feature 17 
ensembles over two 
days, and local au- 
diences can partici- 
pate in a jazz jam 
session as well as 
enjoy free perform- 
ances throughout 
Brampton and at 
restaurants in the 


downtown core 
during the festival. 
Audiences can 


also watch a live 
virtual concert from 
Toronto’s Koerner 
Hall, within the 


TELUS Centre for 
Performance and 
Learning, on Sep. 
12, 

By continuing to 
present the World 
of Jazz Festival over 
the last two years, 
organizers said the 
event has been able 
to pivot its annual 
programming, that 
include live and vir- 
tual performances, 
without cancelling. 

"Jazz is the music 
of freedom and 
democracy, through 
the art of collabora- 
tive performance in 
improvisation", 
says Carmen Spada, 
the artistic director 
of B-Jazzed. 

"This pandemic 
has challenged both 
of those human dig- 
nities, as well as the 
creative output and 
financial security of 
artists all around 
the world. Just as 
the blues did over 
100 years ago, jazz 
music, as its closest 
descendant, can lift 
the suffering 


human condition to 
positivity and pros- 
perity. The oppor- 
tunity to deliver 
that hope was one 
that we could not 
deny at B-Jazzed 
and it is our sincere 
pleasure to deliver 
this year." 

Continuing to ex- 
tend its reach virtu- 
ally, a world-wide 
audience will be 
able to enjoy a pro- 
gram of diverse in- 
terpretations of jazz 
music, including 
bebop, swing, funk, 
blues, fusion, and a 
13-piece Latin Jazz 
orchestra. 

The weekend 
schedule showcases 
the festival's annual 
mission and com- 
mitment to high- 
lighting 
multicultural influ- 
ence in jazz music, 
while featuring 
award-winning 
artists, Brampton- 
based ensembles 
and emerging tal- 
ent. 

More than 60 per 


cent of the bands 
erforming over the 
estival's two-day 
schedule are en- 
sembles and musi- 


cians based in 
Brampton, said 
Spada. 


The festival will 
kick off on Sep. 11 
with 11 bands play- 
ing live at several 
different Brampton 
locations, including 
Gage Park from 
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 
p.m. and Long & 
McQuade Musical 
Instruments from 1 
-5 p.m. 

Acts include 
Brampton-based 
ensembles such as 
Frank Adriano 
Quartet, Enviro 
Drum, The Side- 
men and Tonefu- 
sion, playing jazz 
standards and orig- 
inal music. I 

n addition, there 
will be live restau- 
rant performances 
for lunch from 10 
a.m. - 12 p.m. at 
Segovia Coffee Co., 
or dinner from 6 -9 


p-m., where festi- 
val-goers can enjoy 
food and drinks at 
local restaurants in- 
cluding Mt. Vesu- 
vio's Ristorante, 
Fanzorelli's, J.Red 
& Co. and Keenan's 
Irish Pub. 

On Sep. 12, from 1 
- 7:30 p.m., audi- 
ences can enjoy a 
lineupof six back- 
to-back perform- 
ances, streaming 
live from the ex- 
traordinarily beau- 
tiful Koerner Hall. 

The virtual con- 
cert will feature 
performances by 
JUNO nominated 
blues band Saman- 
tha Martin & Delta 
Sugar, smooth gui- 
tarist Rob Tardik, a 
tribute to John 
Coltrane featuring 
Canadian Jazz leg- 
ends and JUNO 
award-winning sax- 
ophonists Kirk 
MacDonald and Pat 
LaBarbera, and Son 
D'Aqui, a 13-piece 
Latin jazz orchestra 
playing the hits of 


the Fania Label. 

"We have an 
audio and _ visual 
team of more than 
twenty professional 
technicians deliver- 
ing this year's 
livestream of the 
World of Jazz Festi- 
val," says Joe Asen- 
sio, the executive 
director of B- 
Jazzed. "Though 
livestreaming can 
never replace the 
in-person experi- 
ence, we wanted to 
ensure a production 
of the highest qual- 
ity, employing mul- 
tiple camera angles 
and lighting op- 
tions, in order to 
give both the musi- 
cians and the audi- 
ence as authentic 
an experience as 
possible, amidst the 
challenges of 
COVID-19, while 
never _ sacrificing 
quality." 

For the full lineup 
of musicians and 
performances, visit 
the festival website 
at worldofjazz.ca. 


Strombo, Cadastre announced for Walk of Fame 


by Alex Gregory 


Internationally- 
recognized __ host 
and broadcaster 


George Strom- 
boulopoulos and 
fame producer 


Noel Cadastre will 
be honoured for 
their efforts in pro- 
moting arts and 
culture during a 
special milestone 
ceremony being 
hosted next week- 
end. 

The Mississauga 
Music Walk of 
Fame will hold its 
10th annual induc- 
tion ceremony next 
weekend, during 
the Southside 
Shuffle Blues & 
Jazz Festival week- 


end in south Mis- 
sissauga. 

As part of the 
1oth anniversary 
celebrations, the 
induction _—_cere- 
mony will focus on 
paying tribute to 
past honourees, as 
well as an unveil- 
ing of the recipi- 
ents’ stars on the 
Mississauga Music 
Walk of Fame, 
which is located in 
Port Credit Memo- 
rial Park, near the 
corner of 
Lakeshore and 
Stavebank Road. 

Stromboulopou- 
los, who grew up in 
Malton and _ has 
worked with 


Muchmusic, CBC 
and CNN, and 
Cadastra, a gradu- 
ate of Metalworks 
Studio’s Produc- 
tion and Broad- 
casting Program 
and a famed pro- 
ducer for a range of 
artists, will be rec- 
ognized for their 
efforts during the 
ceremony, which 
will be hosted in 
the park on Sep. 
12, beginning at 11 
a.m. 

The Music Walk 
of Fame was estab- 
lished in 2012 to 
recognize local mu- 
sicians in Missis- 
sauga. Each 
inductee has their 


name etched into a 
granite path lo- 


cated in the park. 
Past recipients 

have included 

Oscar Petersom, 


—o- 


Bon Jovi guitarist 
Phil X, Liberty Sil- 
ver, Gil Moore and 
Rik Emmett of 
rock group Tri- 
umph, Jeff Healey 


and many others. 

For more infor- 
mation, visit the 
event website at 
www. musicwalkof- 
fame.ca. 


When John Stewart 
of the Mississauga 
News asked me why 
Td featured’ the 
Credit River in my 
book “Water Is...” 
over the many rivers 
Td encountered in 
my life’s work and 
travels around the 
world, I must have 
stammered some in- 
adequate response. I 
can’t remember what 
I said. 

Indeed, I’d crossed, 
walked along, and 
swam in so many 
rivers: the Seine in 
Paris, the Limmat in 
Zurich, the Danube 
and the Rhein in Ger- 
many; the Hudson in 
NYC, the Mississippi, 
Ohio and Columbia 
rivers in the USA— 
just to mention a few. 

I grew up near the 
Yamaska River in 
Quebec, where I went 
fishing with my 
brother, and raised 
my son near the 


Fraser River in 
British Columbia 
where we swam and 
boated. 


Each has offered 
me a unique and 
wonderful —_experi- 
ence with water. And 
each has shared with 
me its unique story. 

But the Credit of- 
fered me intimacy— 
And just at the right 
time in my life. 

I suppose it is really 
a case of serendipi- 
tous synchronicity 
that allowed me to 
connect so intimately 
and meaningfully 
with the Credit River. 
I was about to begin 
my book on water 
and I’d just moved to 
Mississauga, initially 
to look after a wise 
old cat and later two 
incorrigible dachs- 
hunds. 

During our inter- 
view, John reminded 
me of the three 
things I look for 
when I first move 
into a place: a decent 
grocery store; a fine 
indie coffee shop to 
write in; and a park 
with accessible 
water—preferably a 
Tiver. 

Thad to smile: I had 
found my preferred 
grocery store (Whole 
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Foods); Id _ also 
found several coffee 
houses with exquisite 
coffee (Tavora and 
Coffee Culture) 
where I could write 
and research my 
book “Water Is...”; I 
was just missing my 
waterbody. 

Then I discovered 
the Credit River. 

Re-discovered, I 
should say. I'd al- 
ready been intro- 
duced to the river 
where it empties into 
Lake Ontario at Port 
Credit some years be- 
fore. 

When I was living 
in Toronto and start- 
ing my teaching ca- 
reer at UofT, I drove 
along the shores of 
Lake Ontario and 
usually stopped in 
Port Credit, where I 
walked along the 
pathways with a view 
of that Great Lake. 

But, it was after vis- 
iting my publisher 
friend Cheryl in 
Streetsville that I 
stumbled on an unas- 
suming access point 
to the Credit River off 
Bristol Street. It led 
to a pleasant path 


along the Credit 
through an_- en- 
chanted forest. 


The path took me 
well out of road- 
sound earshot into a 
serene environment 
of trickling and gur- 
gling water, under- 
scored by the gentle 
rustling of trees and 
fluting of robins, 
chickadees and car- 
dinals. 

Squirrels scurried 
across the path and 
snakes and amphib- 
ians slithered 
through the brush of 
mixed forest. I often 
came to my magical 
garden; to sit and 
read or write in my 
notebook, to walk, to 
explore the shrubs 
and flowers, to listen 
to Nature’s wise and 
calming melodies, 
and meditate. 

My soul delighted 
in experiencing the 
changing faces of the 
Credit River’s ripar- 
ian forest through 
the seasons: from 
cheerful summer and 
blustery autumn to 


—e— 


snow-covered winter 
and vibrant spring. 

Curious about the 
rest of the Credit 
River, which flows 
some 90 km, encom- 
passing an 860 
square-kilometre wa- 
tershed, I invited my 
naturalist friend 
Merridy on several 
fieldtrips to explore 
the river—from 
mouth to source. I 
was lucky in my 
choice of guide; Mer- 
ridy—a native of the 
Toronto area—knew 
exactly where to go. 

We made several 
trips over the space 
of a few weeks during 
a particularly warm 
and pleasant sum- 
mer in 2015. 

The expedition 
started with River- 
wood Park, where we 
walked along a pleas- 
ant network of path- 
ways along the river. 

We stopped at a 
roaring cascade, 
where water churned 
over boulders the size 
of six-packs. I scram- 
bled over them and 
plunged into the 
bracing water. 

It felt like a bap- 
tism. 

I dipped my hand 
in and sipped the 
water, beaming with 
unadulterated glee. I 
reached further 
down through surg- 
ing waves and pulled 
up rocks teaming 
with life. Mayflies 
scattered, looking for 
cover; stone-building 
caddisflies clung to 
the rock. 

The next day, we 
travelled to the rural 
countryside of Cale- 
don and explored the 
middle Credit River 
at the Forks of the 
Credit, about 40 kilo- 
metres upstream of 
our previous sam- 

ling location. Three 

orks of the river 
meet near the village 
of Belfountain, a des- 
tination for touring 
motorcyclists and 
sightseers looking for 
ice cream. 

We _ investigated 
two forks nested 
deep in mixed forest. 
Merridy led me on a 
grueling hike, where 
we thrashed our own 
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Coming Home to the Credit River 


by Nina Munteanu, Special 


way down several 
steep gulleys of thick 
forest and _ under- 
growth to a wilder 


more fierce section of 
the river. 
Water cascaded 


and tumbled in great 
waves and vortices 
around me as I 
waded in. I felt the 
thrill of the strong 
current tugging my 
legs in chaotic pulses 
and had to fight to 
keep upright. 

Amid the open- 
throated roar of tur- 
bulence, I found life 
flourishing on boul- 
ders and cobbles and 
in shallow shoals: 
stoneflies, dobson- 
flies, net-spinning 
caddisflies, shrimp- 
like amphipods and 
rock-clinging 
mayflies—all indica- 
tors of clean oxy- 
genated flowing 
water. 

The following day 
we went to the source 
of the Credit, a 
marshy collection of 
springs, now col- 
lected in a human- 
made reservoir for 
the community of 
Orangeville. The 
Upper Credit mean- 
dered through open 


cattail marsh and 
supported a rich pe- 
riphyton (attached 
algae) and a benthic 
community of graz- 
ing mayflies and cad- 
disflies that covered 
the cobble and 


gravel. The headwa- 
ters, located above 
the Niagara Escarp- 
ment, are home to 
native brook trout 
and brown trout pop- 
ulations. 


The fieldtrips with 
Merridy fulfilled my 
urge as scientist to 
find out more about 
this beautiful river; 
but my connection to 
the Credit—as_ I 
waded through its 
length—cemented an 
intimate relationship 
with its water on a 
more visceral level. 

Its water had be- 
come my water. 
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Headwaters Arts Gallery 
Alton Mill Arts Centre 
1402 Queen Street West, Alton, ON 


August 11 -September 12 2021 


BNGING NaTUre INDOOTS 


We have been ina 
bubble or under a 
cloud for the last 
two years, and we 
are slowly crawling 
out from under it. 

Like anything else 
when you come out 
from the dark, you 
need to readjust to 
what is out there. 
It shouldn’t be 
about doing what 
was before and up- 
loading on people 
to party or cele- 
brate and event. 

We were asked to 
wear masks, have 
spacing, isolate and 
have vaccines. So, 
it just isn’t a small 
recovery we are 
having. There is 
still so much left of 
what we have gone 
through, and the 
recovery will take 
time. 

Getting together 
with people is one 
of them. So many 
we haven’t seen for 
quite some time 
and they have gone 
through so much in 
their lives too. 
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We have to re- 
spect all they have 
gone through and 
to respect our own 
happenings. We 
don’t always know 
what others are 
going through or 
where in their “life 
story” they are liv- 
ing. 

So, take it slowly 
and let others open 
their own doors as 
they should allow 
you to. Children 
will be amazing be- 
cause they haven’t 
seen their grand- 
parents or their 
older generation 
for some time, and 
that love was al- 
ways there and 
they missed them. 

Spacing and so- 
cial isolation has 
been a real thing 
for us, and just 
going to any store 
with footprints 
painted on the floor 
showing the dis- 
tancing proves 
that. 

We have been 
doing a lot of pur- 


—e— 


chasing on the in- 
ternet and having it 
delivered or we go 
to a parking lot and 
pick up our goods. 

Stores _haven’t 
had all the goods in 
their stores be- 
cause they encour- 
aged internet 
shopping. So now 
we are wanting to 
go in the stores and 
be able to see what 
is there and what 
we want to buy in 
person. 

It’s not only us 
that have to 
change. It is the 
big marketing 
stores that have 
changed in all of 
this and have to de- 
cide where they 
want to go from 
here. 

So many people 
started working 
from home in this. 
The office buildings 
have seen a lack of 
people within their 
walls and the traffic 
has been less. 

What are 
businesses 


the 
and 
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Health and Wellness - Time for a Restart 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


workers going to do 
now? Are _ they 
going to re-estab- 
lish themselves in 
the corporate of- 
fices or stay where 
they are? Are peo- 
ple going to travel 
to the city and their 
office buildings and 
pay for parking or 
are they going to 
forego all of that? 

The families that 
decided to work 
from home had 
their own problems 
of having their chil- 
dren running 
around and the 
stress of being with 
their partner full- 
time. We _ have 
heard a lot of mar- 
riages and relation- 
ships have fallen 
apart at this time. 
What a sad thing or 
was it already start- 
ing? 

Isolation has been 
hard on so many. 
We didn’t go out, 
we stayed in our 
room and watched 
television more and 
that was alright in 


the winter when it 
was really cold. 

But summer came 
along and = we 
missed walking in 
the warm weather 
and being part of 
emerging nature. 

We couldn’t go to 
public swimming 
pools until lately. 
Our libraries and 
community centres 
were closed so all 
the regular stops 
were not available 
to us. What a 
shame! 

Our community 
gatherings were 
closed. Now they 
have reopened but 
with precautions. 

Vaccines are 
being offered to our 
population from 12 
years old and up. 
Not everyone is 
stepping up, but 
that is a right of our 
population as to 
choose — whether 
they want to get the 
vaccines. 

We are being del- 
uged with commer- 
cials about the 


reasons’ to_ get 
them, but it is still a 
choice. 

So, the time is 
coming when we 
will have to restart 
our life and be 
among our friends, 
family, neighbours 
and strangers. Be 
careful and be kind 
to others. 

We do not know 
what they have 
gone through or are 
still going through. 
Don’t assume they 
will make a choice 
they are being told 
to. 

They aren’t ask- 
ing you to make a 
choice. Still stay 
with the precau- 
tions — a mask, dis- 
tancing, isolation 
when necessary, 
getting a vaccine. 

In all things, we 
are Canadian and 
so lucky we haven’t 
had to go through 


what so many 
countries have 
gone through. 


Take care and be 
safe. 


Peel Crime Stoppers hosts community car wash 


A community 
FUNdraiser was 
hosted by V-Plus 
Car Wash in col- 
laboration with 
Peel Regional Po- 
lice and _ Rotary 
Club of Brampton 
in benefit of Peel 
Crime Stoppers 
this past weekend. 

Stopper the Mas- 
cot, along with 
dedicated volun- 
teers from Peel 
Crime — Stoppers 
and Peel Regional 
Police, rolled up 
their sleeves with a 
goal to wash one 
hundred vehicles 
over three hours 
on Aug. 28. 

The initiative was 
organized with the 
aim to raise aware- 
ness for the Crime 


Stoppers program 
and deposed over 


($1,400) into the 
piggy bank, repre- 
sentatives told Peel 
Weekly News. 
With their $20 
donations, patrons 
enjoyed a hot dog 
(compliments of 
Zabiha Halal) and 
samosa as well as a 
cold drink while 
they waited for 
their cars to be 
washed and dried. 
Leadership from 
Peel Regional Po- 
lice included 
Deputy Chief Marc 
Andrews and Peel 
Regional Police 
Association Presi- 
dent Adrian Wool- 
ley. 
Honourable 
guests, including 
Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown and 
Caledon Mayor 
Allan Thompson 


made a pitstop to 
lend their support. 
Best wishes were 
received from Re- 
gion of Peel Chair, 
Nando _Iannicca 
and Mississauga 
Mayor, Bonnie 
Crombie. 

Peel Crime Stop- 
pers is a volunteer 
organization that 
is not funded by 
government and 
relies on public do- 
nations to operate 
the anonymous tip 
line, which can be 
accessed at 1-800- 


222-8477. 

Visit peel- 
crimestoppers.ca 
to learn more 


about the program 
and how to partic- 
ipate in future 
community events. 
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What is left to 


by Vidya Gopaul 

Our beautiful 
country - Canada! 

Lately, its name 
has been tarnished 
with allegations of 
rampant racism, 
sexual harassment, 
mistreatment of 
children of Native 
Indians, the past his- 
tories of some high 
ranking Canadian 
politicians and huge 
scandals in 
Trudeau's Liberal 
government. 

NDP Leader Jag- 
meet Singh went so 
far as saying that, 
"Canada is a place of 
racism. 

Native Indian lead- 
ers are labelling the 
Canadian govern- 
ment as an entity 
that has committed 
genocide. 

So the question is, 
"What is there left to 
love this beautiful 
country of ours?" 
Some are even de- 
bating whether we 
should celebrate 
"Canada Day" or 
not. 

I will not be sur- 
prised that there will 
be a call to change 
the name “Canada’ 
altogether, just as 
they are changing 
the names of some 
of the _ streets, 


#STAYH 


schools, sports team 
names and universi- 
ties. 

Mostly likely, the 


name “Canada” 
came from _ the 
Huron-Iroquois 
word “kanata,” 
meaning “settle- 
ment.” or “village.” 

Two Aboriginal 
youths told French 
explorer Jacques 
Cartier in 1535 


about the route to 
“kanata;” they were 
actually referring to 
the village of Stada- 
cona, the site of the 
present-day City of 
Québec. 

If Canada is so bad, 
as it has been 
claimed by numer- 
ous groups, then 
why tourists from all 
over the world are 
eager to come to 
visit Canada? 

International stu- 
dents just love to 
come to Canada to 
get a higher, if not 
the best, education. 
Refugees and immi- 
grants are compet- 
ing to settle in this 
beautiful country. 
We are still part of 
the G7 group of 
countries. 

When members of 
a company are in- 
volved in sexual ha- 
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rassment, their 
products are boy- 
cotted. 

The same should 
happen to the export 
of our Canadian 
products to other 
countries, if we use 
the same principle, 
but that is not the 
case! 

The world is still 
buying our great 
products in technol- 
ogy, oil, automobile, 
agriculture, medi- 
cine and many other 
services. 

With those issues 
and with the help of 
social media, they 
have painted Canada 
as an evil country 
and that it is a "white 
colonial settler soci- 
ety" that is unlawful 
and unethical. 

But have these 
same people asked 
anyone outside 
Canada whether 
they would like to 
emigrate in Canada? 
They will not hesi- 
tate for one second 
to drop everything 
and fly into this 


country. 
All countries have 
their flaws, and 


Canada is no differ- 
ent. But to paint 
Canada with those 
issues mentioned 
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above and degrade 
its reputation all 
around the world is 
uncalled for. I al- 
ways say that history 
has its place and 
time, and when we 
look back on it, we 
will always find in- 
justices, faults and 
inadequacies. 

To put it in per- 
spective, whatever 
we are doing politi- 
cally and culturally 
today, Iam sure 100 
years from now, that 
generation will look 
back to us and will 
tell us that we had 
faults, did not do 
justice and blame us 
for not doing things 


right. 
I am sure the 
Canadian  govern- 


ment is doing its 
best to address those 
issues and that takes 
time and resources. 
Thus, it is trying to 
move in the right di- 
rection. 

Canada, in my 
opinion, is the most 
accommodating 
country I have seen 
so far. Unlike our 
friends down south 
who have a melting- 
pot culture, Canada 
promotes multi-cul- 
ture, multi-faith and 
multi-ethnic. 


a 


Hence, we can 
keep and practice 
our culture and faith 
and yet be a true 
Canadian. The same 
past leaders have es- 
tablished, with great 
planning, a sustain- 
able financial pro- 
gram, health care 
system, educational 
system, social secu- 
rity programs, pen- 
sion plan programs 
and a very stable and 
secure country for us 
to enjoy - all second 
to none. 

Even when there 
was a call for not cel- 
ebrating Canada Day 
last summer, most 
political leaders, es- 
pecially our own 
Canadian Prime 
Minister and _ the 
NDP leader, Jag- 
meet Singh, gave a 
muted response. 

“We should have a 
day of reflection in- 
stead of celebra- 
tion." Why? Because 
they do not want to 
lose any votes! 

There is not one 
day that goes by that 
we do not read in the 
news about sexual 
harassment, racism, 
intolerance and 
scandals in Canada. 
Those issues have 
dominated the 


love in this beautiful Canada? 


Canadian news. 

Our big, mighty 
legal and police de- 
partments, such as 
the RCMP and our 
military forces, have 
been plagued with 
those issues — and 
there are no real 
remedies or solu- 
tions in the near fu- 
ture. 

So, the question is 
again, "What is there 
left to love Canada?" 
Not much! And yet, 
every year, over two 
to three hundred 
thousand immi- 
grants and refugees 
are embracing our 
beautiful country 
with wide open 
arms, knowing that 
it has an evil past. 

Some of them are 
coming from a war- 
torn country. Others 
are coming from 
countries where 
human rights and 
women’s rights are 
non-existent. 

In those countries 
bribery, corruption, 
racism and scandals 
are part of their 
everyday life. And 
yet they all come for 
one thing in their 
mind, " a better life." 

Why? You be the 
judge! 
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SENIOR CARE _ 


OUR CARING AND COMPASSIONATE CAREGIVERS DELI 
PERSONALIZED CARE PLANS DESIGNED TO ENRICH 

SENIORS LIVES AND ALLOW THEM TO AGE WITH GRACE 
AND DIGNITY IN THEIR HOMES, WHILE Pe OMIP iG THEIR 
FAMILIES WITH PEACE OF MIND. 


v COMPANION CARE 


We offer seniors 
daily companionship 
and assistance 

with everyday living 
activities such as 
running errands and 
housekeeping, along 
with important social 
interaction. 


PERSONAL CARE 
Our experienced 
caregivers make 
everyday life more 
manageable for seniors 
by helping them 

with more intimate, 
non-medical care 
needs. Some specific 
examples include 
hygiene assistance, 
medication reminders, 
diet monitoring and 
meal planning. 


ALZHEIMER’S AND 
DEMENTIA CARE 
Our staff has a 

deep understanding 
and knowledge of 
the progression of 
dementia - how it 
affects the brain and 
the person struggling 
with the disease. We 


have a care team with 
extensive training 

and experience in 
providing the right 
level of individual care 
and support, and in 
creating a positive 
environment needed 
for the family and their 
loved one. We focus 
on what they can do, 
not what they can't do. 
We also understand 
that our support and 
care must change as 


the disease progresses. 


SURGERY 
ASSISTANCE 
Guidance and 
transportation for all 
stages of outpatient 
surgery, from pre- 
surgery appointments 
and paperwork to full 
home recovery. 


VER 


Care and.cg 
} 
p/'T & 
~~ 


a 


SITTER SERVICES 
Round-the-clock 
monitoring whenever a 
family member can not 
be present. 


WELLNESS WATCH 
Weekly check-in phone 
calls and semi-monthly 
wellness visits by our 
care team, customized 
to the needs of your 
loved one. 


MOVING 
PREPARATION 
Assistance with many 
aspects of moving, 
from prepping a home 
for sale to working with 
realtors to transitioning 
into anew home. 
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Responsiveness 


Locally owned & 
available to you 
24/7 


Flexibility 


Customized care 
plans. No long term 
contract to sign 


Affordability 


Care plans designed 
for one’s budget 


Reliability 


eee were eee 


A familiar face, 
there when you 
need us 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY MISSISSAUGA RESIDENTS 
LISA & RUSS DONNELLY 


SENIOR HELPERS MISSISSAUGA 


www.seniorhelpers.ca/mississauga 
e: mississauga @seniorhelpers.ca | t: (905) 216-1990 
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Discover Brampton’s Natural Heritage System! 


Brampton is full 
of nature for all to 
explore — but what 
on Earth is a Nat- 
ural Heritage Sys- 
tem (NHS)? 

When you visit 
parks or green- 
spaces with natu- 
ral features in 
Brampton, you are 
in the city’s NHS! 

A part of the val- 


ley lands of the 
Etobicoke Creek, 
Loafer’s Lake Park 
is one of many 
parks that are part 
of Brampton’s 
NHS. 

Brampton’s NHS 
is a network of 
naturalized lands 


and waters, in- 
cluding wood- 
lands, valleys, 


wetlands, _ lakes, 
rivers, streams, 
ponds, and mead- 
ows. These fea- 
tures, linked by 
natural and_ re- 
stored corridors, 
make up the beau- 
tiful city’s natural 
landscape. 
Andrew McCan- 
dless Park is an- 
other park that is 


connected to 
Brampton’s NHS, 
featuring trails 


along a wetland, 
naturalized 
bioswales and 
stormwater pond. 

The NHS _ pro- 
vides benefits and 
vital services to 
the community, 
such as keeping 
the air and water 


clean, maintaining 
biodiversity, _ re- 
ducing flooding, 
providing recre- 
ational opportuni- 
ties and beautiful 
places to visit, and 
absorbing and 
storing green- 
house gas (GHG) 
emissions. 
Brampton’s NHS 
is widely accessi- 


ble through trails 
and parks where 
you can enjoy the 
physical and men- 
tal health benefits 


of connecting with 
nature. 
Learn more 


about the NHS 
and see a map at 
www.brampton.ca 
/NHS. 


~— Cbedon 
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Drivers asked to remain alert as students return to school 


Starting the week of 
Sep. 7, thousands of 
students, from 
kindergarten to post- 
secondary, are re- 
turning to school for 
in-person learning. 
Roads will be busy 
with students walk- 
ing, riding their 
bikes, taking a bus or 
being driven to 
school, and it’s im- 
portant that all road 
users remain alert 
when using roadways 
to prevent collisions. 

“It’s been a very 
long and exhausting 
year for many fami- 
lies, and our students 
need to feel safe as 
they return to a new 
school year,” said 
Mississauga Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie. 

“Children’s move- 
ments can be unpre- 
dictable and_ it’s 
important that driv- 
ers are alert and slow 
down around school 
bus stops and near 
schools. We encour- 
age those who are 
able to walk or bike to 
school to do so, to 
help reduce conges- 
tion and create safer 
environments  out- 


side our schools.” 

In Mississauga 
alone, more than 200 
school crossing 
guards who will be 
ready on the first day 
of school. They will 
help students safely 
cross the streets at 
designated _ school 
crossings and remind 
drivers that there are 
pedestrians and cy- 
clists waiting to cross 
the road. 

“Speeding, espe- 
cially in neighbour- 
hoods and_ school 
zones, is a real prob- 
lem in Mississauga,” 
said Pat Saito, Ward 
9 Councillor and 
Chair of the Road 
Safety Committee. 

“Our Road Safety 
Committee has been 
working on several 
speeding education 
campaigns to show 
how important it is to 
slow down and be 
alert on roadways, 
especially during this 
time of year. We are 
urging those who are 
driving to or drop- 
ping a student off at 
school, to be alert, 
obey the posted 
speed limits and fol- 


low the rules at drop- 
off and pick-up loca- 
tions to help keep 
everybody safe.” 

In 2021, the City 
began its Neighbour- 
hood Area Speed 
Limit Project which 
includes lowering 
speed limits in school 
zones from 40 km/hr 
to 30 km/hr. To date, 
there have been 
changes made to 101 
school zones which 
include 93 commu- 
nity safety zones. 

Safety tips for fam- 
ilies who walk, cycle 
or take a bus to 
school: 

Plan and 
practise your school 
route as a household 
ahead of time, in- 
cluding safe places to 
cross the street. 

: When wait- 
ing for a school bus 
or public transit, 
stand back from the 
curb and don’t ap- 
proach the bus until 
it comes to a full stop. 

: Make sure to 
look both ways be- 
fore you cross the 
road at an intersec- 
tion, crosswalk or 
with a_ crossing 


guard. 

. Wear a hel- 
met when biking, 
skateboarding — or 
scootering to school 
and obey all signs, 
laws and signals. 

Safety tips for driv- 
ers: 

: Be alert, 
obey the posted 
speed limits, and fol- 
low the rules at drop- 
off and_ pick-up 
locations to help keep 
everybody safe. 

Look out for 
students, especially 
when turning and in 
areas with many 


stopped cars. 


. At stop 
signs, drivers are re- 
quired to come to a 
complete stop and 
yield the appropriate 
right-of-way before 
proceeding through 
the intersection. 

. At crossings, 
check the entire 
crosswalk for pedes- 
trians and cyclists, 
and do not proceed 
until they have com- 
pleted the crossing. 

. Stop if a 
school bus has flash- 
ing red lights and an 
extended stop arm to 
allow students to get 


on or off the bus and 


cross the road. 
Avoid  dis- 
tractions when driv- 
ing including looking 
at your phone or 
drinking coffee. 

. Consider 
leaving the car at 
home. If you nor- 
mally drive to the bus 
stop, consider walk- 
ing instead. If you 
must drive, consider 
driving partway and 
walking the rest of 
the way to reduce 
congestion and im- 
prove safety in front 
of the school. 


Poetry Writing Contest 


Deadline: September 30, 2021 


Submit your poetry for a chance at winning $100 1°, $75 2nd or $50 an Indigo Gift 


Certificate prizes. 


In association with Mississauga Arts Council 


and Peel Weekly News 


For submission guidelines and to submit, 


email submissions@mississaugawritersgroup.com 


Mississauga Writers Group 


www. mississaugawritersgroup.com 
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Top five activities to lift your child’s 
mood in the face back -to-school “blues” 


Back-to-school 
season can be 
stressful and strenu- 
ous for children and 
students of all ages. 

With the recent 
shifting between vir- 
tual and in-person 
classrooms, __ stu- 
dents aren’t sure 
what to expect this 
year. Acute emo- 
tions, either highs or 
lows, is likely the 
most predictable 
certainty. 

Helping your child 
to face adversity 
comes in many dif- 
ferent ways and 
styles — you’re your 
silent presence to 
open dialogue and 
good listening — but 


there are also easy 
activities that can 
lift their spirits. 

1) Cooking dinner 
together: 

After a long day 
meeting new teach- 
ers and friends and 
assessing one’s level 
of homework, there 
is nothing better 
than winding down 
as a family unit or 
group. Cooking din- 
ner and chatting to- 
gether about how 
the day went is a 
great way to check 
in on your child. 

Playing games 
such as 20 questions 
or, Best and Worst 
moments of the day 
allows you to casu- 


ally check in on how 
your child is coping 
with highs and lows. 

Following a simple 
recipe also gives 
your child an extra 
boost in confidence 
—a key ingredient to 
overcoming the 
challenges that to- 
morrow will bring. 

2) After — school 
treats: 

On a specific day 
such as “Treat Tues- 
days” or as an end of 
week celebration, 
gather your child 
with family or 
friends and share an 
unexpected treat. 

Is your child’s 
favourite treat ice 
cream, cookies, 


candy or donuts? 
Unwinding together 
and enjoying a 
sweet moment can 
make all the differ- 
ence in relieving any 
stress your children 
may be feeling. 

3) Giving back to- 
gether: 

We all know the 
old adage — the gen- 
erous “giver” usually 
receives more (in 
joy and fulfilment) 
than the one doing 
the receiving. While 
you may not want to 
encourage  selfish- 
ness, this is the par- 
adox in giving. 

Modeling a gener- 
ous disposition, es- 
pecially with respect 


to volunteering your 
time, helps young 
people to lead bal- 
anced lives full of 


perspective, rela- 
tionships and empa- 
thy. 


If you look hard 
enough, you can 
find opportunities 
to give in almost 
everything. 

For example, this 
September, guests 
at Baskin-Robbins 
can purchase a spe- 
cial treat — Creature 
Creations — and 
know that 31 cents 
from each treat sold 
will be donated to 
BGC Canada (previ- 
ously Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Canada). 


More importantly, 
you can use this op- 
portunity to talk 
about the needs that 
people face, and the 
important help that 
BGC Canada _ pro- 
vides to people in 
your community. 

4) Pump up the 
volume: 

There’s something 


magical about 
music. 

Don’t let your 
child experience 


loud music only in 
their headsets. In- 
stead, pump up the 
volume and let the 
sound move you to 
dance, bob or just 


hum along, _to- 
gether. 
Whether it be after 


physical or virtual 
learning, dance 
breaks are helpful to 
keep your children 
active and burn 
some stress. Pick a 
special artist, cue 
that catchy sing-a- 
long song or play 
“Guess that song” — 
and see your cares 
caried away. 

5) Hug your 
school-aged teen or 
tween: 

Affection and 
quality time are 
priceless as a family. 

As the fall season 
rolls around, snug- 
gle up to a funny 
movie, build a 
record-breaking pil- 
low fort, or camp 
out in the living 
room. Quality time 
together with little 
to no distractions is 
absolutely priceless 
in times of stress 
and uncertainty. 


ASK A POOL EXPER Toon 


Have a problem with your pool? Book a Virtual Swimming Pool Service Call 


905-990-3265 


www.askapoolexpert.com 
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Mississauga band rocks out to ‘help local food bank 


Mississauga’s 
Maybe May has 
generated $1,500 
with their song 
“Through Your 
Eyes”. 

Cowritten by 
Demetrius Nath, 
Matt Zaddy & 
Kendra Charest- 
French, the band 
enlisted 2020 
JUNO Award 
winning engineer 
Kevin Dietz to 
fill the _ pro- 
ducer’s seat and 
Michael “Crusty” 
Amaral as_ the 
videographer. 

Featured on the 
song is a diverse 
and talented 
group of artists, 
starting with Fil- 
ipino-Canadian 


Arlene, country 
star Alessia 
Cohle, Chris 


Hummel of retro 
rock n’ roll outfit 
The Dreamboats, 
Michael Ursini 
from award-win- 
ning rock band 
Uforia, singer- 
songwriter Ten- 
nyson King as 
well as Jasmine 
Virginia, front- 


woman of ethe- 
real _prog-rock 
POLARITY. 

The project was 
made possible 
thanks to Missis- 
sauga Business 
Enterprise Cen- 
tre & Metalworks 
Studios. 

“Through Your 


Eyes” was re- 
leased in Sep. 
2020 via the 
group’s_Band- 
Camp site 


(https://bit.ly/3 
Sah with a 
one-dollar mini- 
mum donation to 
access the song. 

100 per cent of 

roceeds col- 
ected from the 
song have gone 
to aid the efforts 
of The Missis- 
sauga Food 
Bank. 

The band also 
announced that 
it will release a 
brand new song 
on Friday (Sep. 
3), in partner- 
ship with Missis- 
sauga Arts 
Council. 
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Fallen a 


Face down forest tfees Ne 
Abandon their upward steep stance 
Lean into softly Kiss the solid ground 

- Levelled landscape how a radiant refuge for. yest . 
Eager to slide into éternal slumber <= 
Nurtured under the sheltered Canopy of stars 
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MISSISSAUGA a | BUSINESS 
BOARD GF TRAGE 


AWARDS OF 
EXCELLENCE 


2021 


NOMINATE AN 


MISSISSAUGA | 
BUSINESS! 


2021 Business Awards 
of Excellence 


11 CATEGORIES 


Submit your nomination online at: 
mbot.com/awards 


For details, contact Mississauga Board of Trade at 905.273.6151 


wW #mbotawards 


